Sri HARI-BHAKTI-VILASA 


he glories of chanting 
the Lord's holy names 


Text 270 
atha sri-bhagavan-nama 
sada seveta sarvatah 
tan-mahatmyam ca vikhyatam 
sanksepenatra likhyate 


Therefore, the ultimate conclusion that any sane person will come to is 
that one should always chant the holy names of the Supreme Lord. Although 
the glories of the Lord’s holy names are widely proclaimed, we shall describe 
them here, in brief. 


Text 271 
atha sri-bhagavan-nama-mahatmyam 


(The glories of the Lord’s holy names) 


tatra sri-bhagavan-ndma- 
visesasya ca sevanam 
rsibhih krpayadistam 


tat-tat-kama-hatatmanam 


Now we will pass on the instructions of the merciful sages regarding the 
holy names of the Lord for the benefit of those whose hearts are polluted 
with material desires. 


Text 272 
atha kama-visesena sri-bhagavan-nàma-visesa-seva-mahatmyam 


(Various names of the Lord are to be chanted to receive various results) 


tatra papa-ksayartham kaurme 


(To counteract one's sinful reactions, this process is given in the Kürma Purana) 


Sri-Sabda-purvam jaya-sabda-madhyam 
jaya-dvayad uttaratas tatha hi 
trih-sapta-krtvo narasimha-nama 
japtam nihanyad api vipra-hatyam 
By chanting this mantra twenty-one times, the sinful reactions accrued 


by killing a bráhmana are destroyed: sri narasimha jaya narasimha jaya jaya 
Narasimha. 


Text 273 
maha-bhaya-nivaranartham tatraiva 
(In the same Purana, the process for removing fear is explained) 
$ri-purvo narasimho dvir 
jayad uttaratas tu sah 
trih-sapta-krtvo japato 
maha-bhaya-nivaranah 


One becomes relieved from great danger or fear if he chants: sri narasimha 
jaya jaya narasimha twenty-one times. 
Texts 274-276 
kala-visese tu mangalartham 


(To invoke auspiciousness for special occasions) 


visnu-dharmottare màrkandeya-vajra-samvade 
(In a conversation between Markandeya and Vajra that is 


recorded in the Visnu-dharmattara these verses are found) 


purusam vásudevam ca 
tatha sankarsanam vibhum 
pradyumnam aniruddham ca 
kramad abdesu kirtayet 


balabhadram tatha krsnam 
kirtayed anaya-dvaye 

madhavam pundarikaksam 
tatha vai bhoga-sayinam 


padmanabham hrsikesam 
tatha devam trivikramam 

kramena raja-sardula 
vasantadisu kirtayet 


One should first chant the holy name, Purusa, for one year, then, 
Vamadeva, for one year, then, Sankarsana, for one year, then, Pradyumna, 
for one year, and then, Aniruddha, for one year. When the sun enters the 
northern hemisphere, one should chant the name, Balarama, and when the 
sun enters the southern hemisphere, one should chant the name, Krsna. 


O King, during the six seasons, beginning with summer, one should chant 
these six names in order—Madhava, Pundarikaksa, Bhogasayi, Padmanabha, 
Hrsikesa and Trivikrama. 


Texts 277-280 
visnum ca madhu-hantaram 
tathà devam trivikramam 
vàmanam sridharam caiva 


hrsikesam tathaiva ca 


daémodaram padmanabham 
kesavam ca yaduttamam 

nàrayanam mádhavam ca 
govindam ca tatha kramat 


caitradisu ca mdsesu 
deva-devam anusmaret 

pradyumnam aniruddham ca 
paksayoh krsna-suklayoh 


sarvah sarvah sivah sthanur 
bhütadir nidhir avyayah 
adityddisu varesu 


kramad evam anusmaret 


During the twelve months of the year, beginning with Caitra, one 
should chant these twelve names of the Supreme Lord, in this order— 
Visnu, Madhusüdana, Trivikrama, Vàmana, Sridhara, Hrsikesa, Damodara, 
Padmanabha, Yadupati, Kesava, Narayana, Madhava, and Govinda. 

One should remember the names, Pradyumna and Aniruddha, during 
the dark fortnight and light fortnight, respectively. During the seven days of 
the week, beginning from Sunday, one should remember these seven names, 
in this order—Sarva, Sarvasiva, Sthanu, Bhüta, Adi, Nidhi and Avyaya. 

Texts 281-283 
visvam visnur vasat-karo 
bhüta-bhavya-bhavat-prabhuh 
bhüta-bhrd bhüta-krd bhavo 
bhutatma bhita-bhavanah 


avyaktah pundarikakso 
visvakarma sucisravah 

sad-bhavo bhavano bharta 
prabhavah prabhur isvarah 


aprameyo hrsikesah 
padmanabho ‘mara-prabhuh 
agrahyah sasvato dhata 


krsnas caitany anusmaret 


deva-devasya nāmāni 


krttikadisu yadava 


O descendent of the Yadu dynasty, Visva, Visnu, Vasat-kara, Bhüta- 
bhavya-bhavat, Bhüta-bhrt, Bhüta-krt, Bhava, Bhatatma, Bhita-bhavana, 
Avyakta, Pundarikaksa, Visvakarma, Sucisrava, Sad-bhava, Bhavana, 
Bhartà, Prabhava, Prabhu, Isvara, Aprameya, Hrsikesa, Padmanabha, 
Amara-prabhu, Agrahya, Sasvata, Dhata, and Krsna—one should remember 
these holy names of the Supreme Lord as the sun makes its journey around 
the twenty-seven naksatras, or stars, beginning with Krttika. 


Texts 284-285 
brahmanam sri-patim visnum 
kapilam sridharam prabhum 
damodaram hrsikesam 


govindam madhusidanam 
bhudharam gadinam devam | . 


sankhinam padminam tatha 
cakrinam ca maha-raja 
prathamadisu samsmaret 


O respected king, one should remember each holy name corresponding 
to each naksatra. During the fortnight, beginning from Pratipada, or the 
first day, up to the full moon or new moon day, one should remember these 
holy names in this order—Brahma, Sripati, Visnu, Kapila, Sridhara, Prabhu, 
Damodara, Hrsikesa, Govinda, Madhusüdana, Bhüdhara, Gadi, Sankhi, 
Padmi and Cakri. 


Texts 286-287 
sarvam và sarvadà nàma 
deva-devasya yadava 
namani sarvàáni janardanasya 


kalas ca sarvah purusa-pravirah 


tasmat sada sarva-gatasya nama 
grahyam yathestam varadasya rajan 


O Yadava, one should always, and throughout every stage of his life, 
remember the holy names of Lord Visnu, who is the origin of the demigods. 

O King, the holy names of Lord Janardana should always be glorified 
because by chanting them, everyone can attain auspiciousness. Whatever 
position one may find himself in, one should chant the holy names of the 
Supreme Lord, who always desires the welfare of His devotees. 


Texts 288 
vividha-kama-siddhaye ca pulastyoktau 
(To fulfill various desires, Sage Pulastya has advised 


one to chant these holy names of the Lord) 


kamah kama-pradah kantah 
kama-pdlas tatha harih 

anando madhavas caiva 
káma-samsiddhaye japet 


Kama, Kama-prada, Kanta, Kama-pala, Hari, Ananda, and Madhava— 
one should chant these holy names of the Lord if he wants to achieve the 
fulfillment of his desires. 


Text 289 
ramah parasuramas ca 
nrsimho visnur eva ca 
vikramas caivam àdini 
. japyany ari-jigisubhih 
Those who are desirous of victory should chant these holy names— 
Rama, Parasurama, Nrsimha, Visnu, and Trivikrama. 


Texts 290-291 
vidyam abhyastata nityam 
japtavyah purusottamah 
damodaram bandha-gato 


nityam eva japen narah 


kesavam pundarikaksam 
anisam hi tatha japet 
netra-badhdsu sarvasu 


hrsikesam bhayesu ca 


Those who are engaged in studies should always chant the holy name, 
Purusottama. Those who are entangled in an undesirable way should 
chant the names, Damodara, Kesava, and Pundarikaksa every day. If one is 
frightened, or faced with some bodily pain, such as an eye disease, he should 
chant the holy name, Hrsikesa. 


Text 292 
acyutam camrtam caiva 
japed ausadha-karmani 
sangramabhimukho gacchan 


samsmared apardjitam 


While taking medicine, one should chant, Acyuta and Amrta. While 
going into battle, one should remember the name, Aparajita. 


Text 293 
cakrinam gadinam caiva — 
sarnginam khadginam tatha 
ksemarthi pravasan nityam 


diksu pracyddisu smaret 


If a person desires auspiciousness, he should chant the name, Cakri, 
while traveling to the east, Gadi, while traveling to the west, Sarngi, while 
traveling to the north, and, Khadgi, while traveling to the south. 


Text 294 
ajitam cadhipam caiva 
sarvam sarvesvaram tatha 
samsmaret puruso bhaktya 
vyavaharesu sarvada 


Those who wish to flourish in business should remember the names, 
Ajita, Adhipa, Sarva, and Sarve$vara. 


Text 295 
narayanam sarva-kalam 
ksuta-praskhalanadisu 
graha-naksatra-pidasu 
 deva-badhásu sarvatah 


While sneezing, or stumbling, or at a time of great suffering due to the 
influence of an inauspicious planet or star, or during a drought, flood, or 
other natural disaster, one should remember the name, Narayana. 


Texts 296-297 
dasyu-vairi-nirodhesu 
vydaghra-simhadi-sankate 
andhakaxre tamas-tivre 


narasimham anusmaret 


agni-dahe samutpanne 
samsarej jala-sayinam 

garudadhvajanusmarandad 
visa-viryam vyapohati 


When attacked by plunderers or enemies, when in danger because 
of a wild animal, such as a lion or tiger, or when in complete darkness or 
confusion, one should remember the name, Nrsimha. When in danger due 
to fire, one should remember Lord Visnu who lies on the ocean of milk. By 
remembering the name, Garudadvaja, poison can be neutralized. 


Text 298 
snane devarcane home 
pranipate pradaksine 
kirtayed bhagavan-nama 
vasudeveti tat-parah 


A Vaisnava whose heart is fixed upon the Supreme Lord without any 
deviation should chant the name, Vasudeva, while bathing, while worshiping 
the Lord, while performing a fire sacrifice, while offering obeisances, and 
while circumambulating the Deity. 


Texts 299-300 
sthapane vitta-dhanyader 
apadhyàne ca dustaje 
kurvita tan-mana bhūtvā 


anantacyuta-kirtanam 


narayanam sarnga-dharam 
Sridharam purusottamam 
vamanam khadginam caiva 


dusta-svapne sada smaret 


When sinful people create a disturbance, or try to harm one, as well 
as at the time of planting seeds in the field, one should chant the names, 
Ananta and Acyuta. If one has a nightmare, he should remember the names, 
Narayana, Sarhgadhara, Sridhara, Purusottama, Vamana, and Khadgadhari. 


Texts 301-302 
maharnavadau paryanka- 
Sayinam ca narah smaret 


balabhadram samrddhy-artham 


sarva-karmani samsmaret 


jagat-patim apatyartham 
stuvan bhaktyà na sidati 

Srisam sarvabhyudayike 
karmany asu prakirtyet 


When one is in the middle of an ocean, he should remember the Supreme 
Lordas He lies on the bed of Ananta. To gain prosperity, one should remember 
Balabhadra while performing all his activities. If one offers prayers to the 
Lord of the universe with devotion for the benefit of his son, he will not face 
any difficulty. While performing all types of auspicious activities, one should 
chant the holy names of the Supreme Lord, the husband of Laksmi. 


Text 303 
aristesu hy asesesu 
visokam ca sada japet 
maru-prapatagni-jala- 
bandhanadisu mrtyusu 


svatantra-paratantresu 


vasudevam japed budhah 


If one is troubled by seemingly insurmountable obstacles, he should 
chant the name, Visoka. If, by the arrangement of the providence, one goes 
to a country that is afflicted by severe drought, or when one is in great danger 
due to fire, water, or bondage, or when one is disturbed by some unexpected 
distress, he should faithfully chant the name, Vasudeva. — 


. Texts 304-305 
sarvartha-sakti-yuktasya 
deva-devasya cakrinah 
yathabhirocate nàma 


tat sarvarthesu kirtayet 


sarvartha-siddhim apnoti 
namnam ekarthata yatha 

sarvany etani namani 
parasya brahmano hareh 


The Supreme Lord, who carries a cakra in His hand, is the master of 
the demigods and the possessor of unlimited prowess. According to one’s 
inclination, one should glorify the Lord’s holy names to achieve perfection 
in all activities. The above-mentioned holy names of the Supreme Lord 
are applicable to Him alone. The chanting of any of these holy names is 


competent to award one all perfection. 


Text 306 
evam visnu-dharmottare ca markandeya-vajra-samvade kim ca 
(In a conversation between Markandeya and Vajra 


that is found in the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


kūrmam varaham matsyam và 
jala-prastharane smaret 
bhrájisnum agni-janane 
japen nama tv akhanditam 
While swimming, one should remember the names, Karma, Varaha, 


and Matsya. If one is threatened by fire, he should chant the name, Visnu, 
without interruption. 


Text 307 
garudadhvajanusmaranad 
üpado mucyate narah 
jvara-justa-$iro-roga- 


visa-viryam ca samyati 


To become freed from the influence of any calamity, as well as to become 
relieved from diseases and the effects of poison, one should remember the 
holy name, Garudadhvaja. 


Text 308 
balabhadram tu yuddharthi 
krsyarambhe halayudham 
uttaranam vanijyarthi 


ramam abhyudaye nrpa 


* O King, those who desire to fight should think of Balarama. While 
working on a farm, one should remember the name, Halayudha. Those who 
want prosperity in business should remember Uttarana, and those who want 
to complete a difficult task should remember the name, Rama. 


Text 309 
mangalyam mangalam visnum 
mangalyesu ca kirtayet 
uttisthan kirtayed visnum 
prasvapan madhavam narah 


bhojane caiva govindam 
sarvatra madhusudanam 


While performing a pious activity, the name Visnu, which is the abode 
of all auspiciousness, should be remembered. While going to sleep, one 
should remember Madhava, while eating, one should remember Govinda, 
and in all spheres of life, one should glorify Madhusüdana. 


Texts 310-312 


tatraivanyatra (Elsewhere in the same literature it is stated) 


ausadhe cintayed visnum 
bhojane ca janardanam 


sayane badmanabham ca 
maithune ca prajápatim 


sangrame cakrinam kruddham 
sthana-bhramse trivikramam 
narayanam uvrsotsarge 


sridharam priya-sangame 


jala-madhye ca varaham 
pavake jalasayinam 
kānane narasimham ca 


parvate raghunandanam 


duhsvapne smara govindam 
visuddhau madhusudanam 
mayasu vamanam devam 


sarva-karyesu madhavam 


While taking medicine, one should remember the names, Sri Visnu and 
Janardana. While going to sleep, one should remember Padmanàbha. At the 
time of marriage, one should remember Prajapati; at the time of fighting, 
one should remember Kruddha cakri; when in danger of losing one’s 
position, one should remember Trivikrama; while offering a bull in charity, 
one should remember Narayana; while meeting one’s beloved, one should 
remember Sridhara; while in the water, one should remember Varahadeva; 
when in danger due to fire, one should remember the Supreme Lord who lies 
upon the ocean of milk. In the forest, one should remember Nrsimha; in the 
mountains, one should remember Raghunandana; during a nightmare, one 
should remember Govinda; while performing pious activities, one should 
remember Madhusüdana; when in illusion, one should remember Vàmana; 
and in all activities, one should remember Madhava. 


Texts 313-314 


kim ca (It is also stated) 


kirtayed vásudevam ca 
anuktesv api yadava 

karyarambhe tatha rajan 
yathestham nama kirtayet 


sarvani namani hi tasya rajan 
sarvartha-siddhayai tu bhavanti pumsah 

tasmád yathestham khalu krsna-nama 
sarvesu karyesu japeta bhaktyd 


One should chant the holy name, Vasudeva, in all circumstances that 
have not been mentioned. It is the duty of everyone to chant the holy names 
of the Lord at the beginning of every endeavor. 

O King, all the holy names of Lord Krsna are capable of awarding one 
perfection. That is why one should remember the holy names of Krsna while 
performing all of one’s activities. 


Text 315 
tatrakhila-paponmulanatvam (It uproots all sinful reactions) 


atha sámanyatah sri-bhagavan-nama-kirtana-mahatmyam 
(The glories of chanting the holy name of the Lord) 


visnu-dharme hari-bhakti-sudhodaye coktam naradena 
(Narada Muni spoke this verse, as found in the 


Visnu-dharma and the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya) 


aho su-nirmala yūyam 
rago hi hari-kirtane 

avidhuya tamah krtsnam 
nrnàm udeti suryavat 


Oh! Your hearts must be pure because I can see that you have developed 
attachment for chanting the holy name of Lord Hari. Just as darkness vanishes 
as soon as the sun rises, all darkness born of ignorance is dissipated from the 
heart by the influence of the chanting of the holy name of the Lord. 


Texts 316-317 
garude (In the Garuda Purdna it is stated) 


pàpanalasya diptasya 
mà kurvantu bhayam narah 
govinda-nama-meghaughair 
nasyate nira-bindubhih 


avasenàpi yan-namni 
kirtane sarva-pàtakaih 

puman vimucyate sadyah 
simha-trastair mrgair iva 


There is no need for anyone to be afraid of the blazing fire of sinful 
reactions because, just as a fire can be extinguished by rain from a cloud, the 
drops of rain from the cloud of Lord Govinda's holy name extinguishes the 
blazing fire of sinful reactions. Just as a deer flees as soon as she sees a lion, 
all sinful reactions immediately depart when one spontaneously chants the 
holy name of Lord Govinda. 


Texts 318-319 
yan-nama-lartanam bhaktya 
vilapanam anuttamam 
maitreyasesa-bapanam 
dhatünàm iva pavakah © 


yasmin nyasta-matir na yati 
narakam svargo ‘pi yac-cintane 
vighno yatra nivesitatma-manaso 


brahmo ‘pi loko 'lpakah 


muktim cetasi yah sthito ‘mala- 
dhiyam pumsam dadaty avyayah 

kim citram yad-agham prayáti 
vilayam tatracyute kirtite 


O Maitreya, as fire purifies all kinds of metal, the chanting of the holy 
name of Lord Krsna destroys all kinds of sinful reactions. By fixing one’s 
mind on the Supreme Lord, one will never have to experience the torments 
of hell. By meditating upon Him, one’s passage to the heavenly planets 
becomes opened. By absorbing one’s mind on Him, elevation to Brahmaloka 
becomes an insignificant accomplishment. The inexhaustible Lord, when 
meditated upon by a pure-hearted devotee, sits in his heart and awards him 
liberation. Is it astonishing that simply by chanting the holy name of the 
Lord, all of one’s sinful reactions are vanquished? 


Text 320 
visnu-dharmottare (In the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


sáyam pratas tatha krtva 
deva-devasya kirtanam 

sarva-papa-vinirmuktah 
svarga-loke mahiyate 


By chanting the holy name of Lord Mukunda every morning and 
evening, one is liberated from all sinful reactions and becomes eligible to 
reside in the heavenly planets. 


Text 321 


vamane (In the Vamana Purdna it is stated) 


narayano nama naro naranam 
prasiddha-caurah kathitah prthivyam 

aneka-janmarjita-papa-saficayam 
haraty asesam srutam atra eva hi 


As a thief is known by his actions, the thief in the form of the holy name 
of Lord Nàrayana has become famous by exhibiting His pastimes. Ordinary 
thieves steal wealth and possessions but the thief of the holy name takes away 
all of one's sinful reactions that were accumulated over many lifetimes. 


Text 322 
skande (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


govindeti tatha proktam 
bhaktya và bhakti-varjitaih 

dahate sarva-papani 
yugantagnir ivotthitah 


As blazing fire at the time of annihilation burns the entire universe 
to ashes, the chanting of the holy name of Lord Govinda, whether with 
devotion or even neglectfully, burns all of one’s sinful reactions to ashes. 


Text 323 
govinda-namnda yah kascin 
naro bhavati bhü-tale 
kirtanàd eva tasyapi 
papam yati sahasradha 


If, in this world, a person is named Govinda and someone calls his name, 
that person's sinful reactions will be destroyed thousands of times over. 
Text 324 
kasi-khande (In the Kasi Khanda it is stated) 


pramadad api samsprsto 
yathanala-kano dahet 
tathaustha-puta-samsprstam 


hari-nama dahed agham 


Even if someone touches fire by mistake, it will still burn him. Similarly, 
if the holy names of Lord Hari are uttered, even unintentionally, they will 
burn that person’s sinful reactions to ashes. 


Text 325 
brhan-naradiye lubdhakopakhydnante 
(At the end of the story of Lubdhaka that is narrated 
in the Brhan-ndradiya Purana, it is stated) 
narānām visayandhanam 
mamatakula-cetadsam 
ekam eva harer nama 


sarva-papa-vimasnam 


Chanting the holy names of Lord Hari is the only means for destroying the 
sinful reactions of those who are blinded by too much material attachment. 


Text 326 
ata eva tatraiva yamenoktam 


(In the same literature, Yamaraja spoke this verse) 


hari hari sakrd uccaritam 
dasyu-cchalena yair manusyaih 
janani-jathara-marga-lupta 
na mama pata-lipim visanti martyah 
Those who chant the name, Hari, in the sense that, "let me steal," 


because the word Hari also means, “to take away,” even once, will no longer 
be forced to enter a mother's womb. 


Text 327 
padme vaisakha-mahatmye devasarmopakhyanante Sri-naradoktay 
(Narada Muni spoke this verse at the end of the story of Devasarma 


that is found in the Vaisakha-mahatmya section of the Padma Purana) 


hatyayutam pana-sahasram ugram 
gurv-anganá-koti-nisevanam ca 
steyany anekani hari-priyena 


govinda-namna nihatani sadyah 


The sinful reactions accumulated by killing of thousands of living 
entities, drinking wine thousands of times, having sex with the wife of one’s 
spiritual master thousands of times, and stealing the wealth of the brahmana 
thousands of times are destroyed without a doubt by chanting the name, 
Govinda, which is Lord Hari’s favorite name. 


Text 328 
anicchayapi dahati 
sprsto huta-vaho yatha 
tatha dahati govinda- 
nama vyajad apiritam 
Just as touching fire causes one to be burnt, even if it is done 
unintentionally, by chanting the holy names of the Supreme Lord, even 


while calling the names of one's children, all of one's sinful reactions are 
vanquished. 


Texts 329-330 
tatraiva sri-yama-brahmana-samvade 
(In a conversation between Yamaraja and Lord Brahma that 


is recorded in the same literature, these verses are found) 


kirtanad eva krsnasya 
visnor amita-tejasah 

duritani viliyante 
tamamsiva dinodaye 

nanyat pasyami jantunam 
vihaya kari-kirtanam 


sarva-papa-prasamanam 
prayascittam dvijottama 


O exalted brahmana, by chanting the holy names of Lord Krsna, or Visnu, 
who is unlimitedly powerful, all of one’s sinful reactions are vanquished, just 
as darkness disappears upon the appearance of the sun. There is no better 
means of atonement for having performed sinful activities than glorification 
of the holy names of Lord Hari. 


Texts 331-333 
sastha-skandhe ajamilopakhyane ` 
(In the story of Ajàmila that is narrated in the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.2.7, 9-10] these verses are found) 


ayam hi krta-nirveso 
janma-koty-amhsam api 
yad vyajahdara vivaso 


nama svasty-ayanam hareh 


stenah surapo mitra-dhrug 
brahma-hà guru-talpa-gah 
stri-raja-pitr-go-hantà 


ye ca patakino ‘pare 


sarvesam apy aghavatam 
idam eva su-niskrtam 
nàma-vyüharanam visnor 


yatas tad-visayà matih 


Ajàmila has already atoned for all his sinful acts. Indeed, he has atoned 
not only for sins performed in this life but for those performed in millions 
of past lives because in a helpless condition he chanted the holy name of 
Narayana. Even though he did not chant purely, he chanted without offense, 
and therefore he is now eligible for liberation. 


The chanting of the holy name of Lord Visnu is the best process of 
atonement for a thief of gold, a drunkard, one who betrays a friend or relative, 
one who kills a brahmana, or one who indulges in sex with the wife of his 
guru or another superior. It is also the best method of atonement for one who 
murders women, the king or his father, for one who slaughters cows, and for 
all other sinful men. Simply by chanting the holy name of Lord Visnu, such 


sinful persons may attract the attention of the Supreme Lord, who therefore 
considers, “Because this man has chanted My holy name, My duty is to give 
him protection." 
Text 334 
na niskrtair uditair brahma-vadibhis 
tatha visuddhaty aghavan vratadibhih 
yatha harer nama-padair udahrtais 
tad-uttamasloka-gunopalambhakam 


The degree of purification that one can attain by chanting the holy 
names of Lord Hari cannot be attained by following the various methods 
of atonement for counteracting sinful reactions that are prescribed by 
thoughtful sages, such as Manu. The unique quality of chanting the holy 
names of the Lord is that, along with removing one's sinful reactions, the 
holy names reveal the transcendental glories of the Supreme Lord, who is 
praised with select verses. 

| Texts 335-336 
$ri bhagavatah (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.2.14-15] it is stated) 


sanketyam parihàsyam và 
stobham helanam eva và 
vaikuntha-nama-grahanam 


asesagha-haram viduh 


patitah skhalito bhagnah 
sandastas tapta ahatah 
harir ity avasenaha | 


puman narhati yatanah 


One who chants the holy name of the Lord is immediately freed from 
the reactions of unlimited sins, even if he chants indirectly [to indicate 
something else], jokingly, for musical entertainment, or even neglectfully. 
This is accepted by all the learned scholars of the scriptures. 

If one chants the holy name of Hari and then dies because of an 
accidental misfortune, such as falling from the top of a house, slipping and 
suffering broken bones while traveling on the road, being bitten by a serpent 
being afflicted with pain and high fever, or being injured by a weapon, one 
is immediately absolved from having to enter hellish life, even though he is 
sinful. 


Text 337 
sri bhagavatah (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.2.18] it is stated) 
ajfianad athava jrianad 
uttamah-sloka-nàma yat 


sankirtitam agham pumso 


dahed edho yathanalah 


As a fire burns dry grass to ashes, so the holy name of the Lord, whether 
chanted knowingly or unknowingly, burns to ashes, without fail, all the 
reactions of one’s sinful activities. 


Text 338 
tatraiva rsinàm uktau 
(In that Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.13.8] the sages spoke this verse) 


brahma-ha pitr-ha go-ghno 
matr-hacarya-haghavan 

$vadah pukkasako vapi 
sudhyeran yasya kirtanat 


The killer of the brahmana, one's father, a cow, one’s mother, the spiritual 
master, as well as a dog-eater and other sinful people can become purified 
simply by chanting the holy names of Lord Krsna. 


Texts 339-340 
laghu-bhagavate (In the Laghu-bhagavatamrta it is stated) 


vartamanam tu yat papam 
yad bhutam yad bhavisyati 

tat sarvam nirdahaty āsu 
govinda-nama-kirtanat 


sada droha-paro yas tu 
saj-jananam mahi-tale 
jàyate pavano dhanyo 


harer nàmàanukirtanat 


By the fire of glorification of Govinda, all of one's present, past, and 
future sinful reactions are immediately vanquished. Even a person who 


habitually disturbs the devotees can become glorious and purified simply by 
chanting the holy names of Lord Hari. 
Text 341 


kaurme (In the Kürma Purdna it is stated) 


vasanti yani kotis tu 
pāvanāni mahi-tale 

na tani tat tulam yanti 
krsna-namanukirtane 


The holy name of Lord Krsna cannot be compared with the innumerable 


objects that are available in this world. 


Text 342 


brhad-visnu-purdne (In the Brhad-visnu Purdna it is stated) 


namno ‘sya yavati saktih 
papa-nirharane hareh 

tavat kartum na saknoti 
patakam pataki janah 


The holy names of Lord Hari have the power to destroy more sins that 
even the worst sinner is able to commit. - 


Text 343 
itihasottame (In the Itihasottama it is stated) 
svado ‘pi na hi saknoti 
— kartun papani yatnatah 
tavanti yavati saktir 
visnor namno ‘subha-ksaye 


Even a sinful dog-eater cannot overpower the sin-destroying prowess of 
Lord Visnu’s holy names by making a determined effort to commit as many 
sinful activities as possible. 


Text 344 
visesatah kalau (Especially in this age of Kali) 


skande (It is stated in the Skanda Purana) 


tan nasti karmajam loke 
vagjam manasam eva va 

yan na ksapayate papam 
kalau govinda-kirtanam 


In the age of Kali, there is no sin born of one's mind, speech, or actions 
that cannot be vanquished by chanting the holy name of Govinda. 


Texts 345-346 


visnu-dharmottare (In the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


samaydlam jalam vahnes 
tamaso bhaskarodayah 
santyai kaler aghaughasya 


nama-sankirtanam hareh 


namnam hareh kirtanatah prayati 
samsGra-param duritaugha-muktah 
narah sa satyam kali-dosa-janma 


bàpam nihaty āśu kim atra citram 


As sunlight destroys darkness and as water extinguishes fire, the 
congregational chanting of the holy names of Lord Hari destroys all kinds of 
sinful reactions. Where is the doubt that the holy name of Lord Hari, which 
purifies a person, thus enabling him to cross beyond the ocean of material 
existence and reach the eternal abode of the Lord, will actually cleanse one 
of the contamination of Kali-yuga? 


Text 347 
brahmànda-purane (In the Brahmanda Purana it is stated) 


varaka-candrayana-tapta-krcchrair 
na dehi-suddhir bhavatiha tadrk 

kalau sakrn madhava-kirtanena 
govinda-namna bhavatiha yadrk 


The degree of purification that embodied living entities achieve by 
congregationally chanting the holy name of Lord Govinda in this age of Kali 
cannot be achieved by observing the parak-vrata or cándráyana-vrata, standing 
on one’s head within a circle of fire, or by any other such methods. 


Text 348 
kirtana-kartr-kula-sangy-adi-pàvanatvam 


(It purifies the chanter's family and associates) 
tatraiva (In the same literature it is stated) 


maha-pataka-yukto 'pi 
kirtayenn anisam harim 
suddhantahkarano bhutva 


jayate pankti-pavanah 


By chanting the holy names of Lord Hari, throughout the day and night, 
even a most sinful person can become purified, and he purifies others as 
well. 


Text 349 
laghu-bhagavate (In the Laghu-bhagavatamrta it is stated) 


govindeti muda yuktah 
kirtayed yas tv ananya-dhih 

pàvanena ca dhanyena 
teneyam prthivi dhrta 


One who joyfully chants the holy name, Govinda, with utmost attention 
is certainly a glorious and pure-hearted soul. Indeed, such a person sustains 
the earth. 


Text 350 
hari-bhakti-sudhodaye (In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya it is stated) 


na caivam ekam vaktaram 
jihva raksati vaisnavi 

asravya bhagavat-khyatim 
jagat krtsnam punati hi 


It is not that one who is attached to chanting the holy name of Lord 


Visnu only purifies himself. He can purify the entire world by propagating 
the glories of chanting the Lord's holy names. 


Text 351 
dasama-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [10.34.18] it is stated) 


yan-nàma grhnann akhilan 
Srotrnatmanam eva ca 

sadyah punati kim bhityas 
tasya sprstah pada hi te 


O infallible Lord, I was immediately freed from the brahmanas’ punishment 
simply by seeing You. Anyone who chants Your holy name purifies everyone 
who hears his chantings, as well as himself. How much more beneficial, 
then, is the touch of Your lotus feet? 


Text 352 
ata evoktam prahladena narasimhe 


(Therefore, Prahlada spoke this verse, which is found in the Nrsimha Purana) 


te santah sarva-bhutanam 
nirupadhika-bandhavah 
ye nrsimha bhavan-nàma 


gáyanty uccair mudanvitah 


My dear Lord, those who loudly chant Your holy names with jubilation 
are to be considered saintly persons. They are the genuine, selfless friends of 
all living entities. 


Text 353 


sarva-vyadhi-nasitvam (It cures all diseases) 


brhan-naradiye bhagavat-tosa-prasange 
(In a section of the Brhan-naradiya Purana that discusses 


the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord, this verse is found) 


acytutananda-govinda- 
nadmoccarana-bhisitah 
nasyanti sakala rogah 
satyam satyam vadamy aham 


Truthfully speaking, when the holy names of the Lord, such as Acyuta, 
Ananda, and Govinda are chanted, diseases run away in fear. 


Text 354 
parasara-samhitayam sambam prati vyasoktau 


(Vyasa spoke this verse to Samba, as related in the Parasara Samhita) 


na samba vyadhijam duhkham 
heyam nanyausadhair api 

hari-nàmausadham pitva 
vyadhis tyajyo na samsayah 


O Samba, if no medicine helps to cure a disease then one should not try 
to administer more medicine. In such a situation, one should cure a disease 
by drinking medicine in the form of chanting the holy name of Lord Hari. 


Of this there is no doubt. 


Text 355 
skande (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


ddhayo vyadhayo yasya 
smaranan ndma-kirtanat 
tadaiva vilayam yanti 


tam anantam nāmamy aham 


I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of Lord Anantadeva. 
Simply by remembering and chanting His holy names, all types of calamities 
and diseases are vanquished. 


Text 356 


vahni-purdne (In the Vahni Purana it is stated) 


maha-vyadhi-samacchanno 
raja-vadhopapiditah 

narayaneti sankirtya 
niratanko bhaven narah 


People who are being tormented by the king or overwhelmed by a 
dreaded disease can become fearless by chanting the holy names of Lord 
Narayana. 


Text 357 
sarva-duhkhopasamanatvam (It soothes all miseries) 


brhad-visnu-purdne (In the Brhad-visnu Purana it is stated) 


sarva-rogobasamanam 
sarvopadrava-nàsanam 

Santidam sarvàáristànam 
harer nadmanukirtanam 


Congregational chanting of the holy names of Lord Hari cures all 
kinds of diseases, removes all disturbances, and counteracts all forms of 
inauspiciousness. 


Text 358 


brahma-vaivarte (In the Brahma-vaivarta Purana it is stated) 


sarva-papa-prasamanam 
sarvopadrava-ndsnam 
sarva-duhkha-ksaya-karam 


hari-ndmanukirtanam 


All sinful reactions are nullified, all disturbances are dispelled, and all 
miseries are removed simply by chanting the holy names of Lord Hari. 


Text 359 
dvadasa-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [12.12.48] it is stated) 


sankirtyamano bhagavan anantah 
Srutanubhdvo vyasanam hi pumsam 

pravisya cittam vidhunoty asesam 
yatha tamo ‘rko ‘bhram ivati-vatah 


When one respectfully glorifies the Supreme Personality of Godhead or 
simply hears about His transcendental qualities, the Lord enters his heart 
and dispels every trace of misfortune, just as the sun removes darkness, or as 
a strong wind drives away clouds. 


Text 360 
visnu-dharmottare (In the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


arta visannah sithilas ca bhita 
ghoresu ca vyddhisu vartamanah 
sankirtya nàrayana-sabdam ekam 
vimukta-duhkhah sukhino bhavanti 


Those who are afflicted by distress due to poverty, those who are in 
danger of losing their lives because of drinking poison, those who suffer 
from poor health, those who are afraid of their enemies, and those who are 
afflicted with a serious disease can become freed from all suffering simply by 
chanting the holy name, Narayana, even once. 


Texts 361-362 
kirtanad deva-devasya 
visnor amita-tejasah 
yaksa-raksasa-vetala- 
bhita-preta-vinayakah 


dakinyo vidravanti sma 
ye tathanye ca simhakah 
sarvanartha-haram tasya 


nama-sankirtanam smrtam 


Simply by the chanting the holy name of Lord Visnu, who possesses 
unlimited potencies, and who is the Lord of the demigods—Yaksas, Raksasas, 
hobgoblins, ghosts, witches, and all kinds of wild animals run away in fear. 
The holy names of Lord Hari also have the potency to destroy all kinds of 
anarthas. 


Text 363 


kim ca (It is also stated) 


nama-sankirtanam krtva 
ksut-trt-praskhalitadisu 
viyogam sighram apnoti 


sarvanarthair na samsayah 


While sneezing, while feeling thirsty, or while feeling depressed, one 
should chant the holy names of the Supreme Lord, so as to become liberated 
from all types of ananrthas. Of this there is no doubt. 


Text 364 
pādme devahüti-stutau 
(Devahüti offered this prayer, which is found in the Padma Purana) 


mohanalollasaj-jvala- 
jvalal-lokesu sarvada 


yan-nàmambhodhara-cchayam 
pravisto naiva dahyate 


Those in material existence are continuously suffering due to the ever- 
increasing fire of illusion, and the darkness born of ignorance. However, if 
one enters the cooling shade of a cloud, in the form of the Lord’s holy names, 
he will surely gain relief. 


Text 365 
kali-badhapaharitvam (It checks the influence of Kali) 


skande (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


kali-kala-ku-sarpasya 
tiksna-damstrasya ma bhayam 
govinda-nama-davena 
dagdho yasyati bhasmatam 


There is no need to fear the sharp-teethed, ferocious snake, in the form 
of Kali, because it will be burnt to ashes by a blazing forest fire, in the form 
of Govinda's holy name. 


Texts 366-367 
brhan-naradiye kali-dharma-prasange 


(In connection with Kali-yuga, the Brhan-naradiya Purana states) 


hari-ndma-para ye ca 
ghore kali-yuge narah 
ta eva krta-krtyas ca 


na kalir badhate hi tan 


hare kesava govinda 
vasudeva jaganmaya 
itirayanti te nityam 


na hi tàn badhate kalih 


Glorious are those who are attached to the chanting of the holy names 
of Lord Hari in this degraded age of Kali. It is a fact that Kali cannot create 
any impediments for such devotees. 


-. 


O Hari! O Kesava! O Govinda! O Vasudeva! O Jaganmaya! Those who 
regularly chant the holy names of the Supreme Lord will never face any 
difficulty from the mischievous Kali. 

Text 368 


visnu-dharmottare (In the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


ye ‘har-nisam jagad-dhatur 
vasudevasya kirtanam 

kurvanti tàn nara-vyaghra 
na kalir badhate naran 


O tiger-like ruler, Kali cannot create any obstacles for those who 
constantly chant, throughout the entire day and night, the holy names of 
Lord Vasudeva, the maintainer of the universe. 


Text 369 
naraky-uddharakatvam (It delivers one from a hellish condition of life) 


narasimhe (In the Nrsimha Purana it is stated) 


yatha yatha harer nama 
kirtayanti sma nàrakah 
tatha tatha harau bhaktim 


udvahanto divam yayuh 


When the residents of hell chanted the holy names of Lord Hari, they 
attained the supreme abode of Lord Visnu. The very attachment they 
displayed for the chanting of the holy name, they maintained for the Lord’s 
devotional service. 


Text 370 
itihasottame (In the Itihasa-uttama it is stated) 


narake pacyamanaànam 
naranam papa-karmanam 
muktih sanjayate tasman 


nama-sankirtanad dhareh 


Those who reside in hell, and those who are always engaged in sinful 
activities, also become liberated from their hellish conditions of life simply 
by the influence of the holy names of Lord Hari. 


Text 371 


prarabdha-vindsitvam (It destroys the very seed of sinful activities) 
sastha-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.2.46] it is stated) 


natah param karma-nibandha-krntanam 
mumuksatam tirtha-padanukirtanat 
na yat punah karmasu sajjate mano 


rajas-tamobhyam kalilam tato ‘nyatha 


Therefore, one who desires freedom from material bondage should 
accept the process of chanting the name, fame, form and pastimes of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, at whose feet all holy places reside. One 
cannot derive such benefit from other methods, such as pious atonement, 
speculative knowledge and meditation in mystic yoga, because even after 
following such methods, one will surely take to fruitive activities once again, 
being unable to control his mind, which is contaminated by passion and 


ignorance. 


Text 372  . 
dvadase ca (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [12.3.44] it is stated) 


yan-namadheyam mriyamana aturah 
patan skhalan và vivaso grnan puman 

vimukta-karmargala uttamam gatim 
prapnoti yaksyanti na tam kalau janah 


Terrified, due to being about to die, a man collapses on his bed. Although 
his voice is faltering and he is hardly conscious of what he is saying, if he 
utters the holy name of the Supreme Lord he can be freed from the reactions 
to karma and thus achieve the supreme destination. And yet, people in the 
age of Kali will not worship the Supreme Lord. 


Text 373 
uktya karma-nibandheti 
tatha karmargaleti ca 
avasya-bhogyatapatteh 
prarabdhe paryavasyati 


One will be forced to enjoy the fruits of his karma, whether now or in 
future. This is called prárabdha, which was described in the previous verses. 


Text 374 
ataeva brhan-nàradiye 


(Therefore, in the Brhan-naradiya Purana it is stated) 


govindeti japan jantuh 
praty-aham niyatendriyah 
sarva-papa-vinirmuktah 


suravad bhasate narah 


Low-class men, who have become degraded due to a lack of pious 
activities, are freed from all types of sinful reactions simply by regularly 
chanting the holy name of Govinda, with a controlled mind. By this 
chanting, they become as effulgent as demigods, or associates of the Supreme 
Lord, who award one the ultimate goal of life. 


Text 375 
sarvàparadha-bhafijanatvam (It nullifies all kinds of offenses) 


visnu-yamale sri-bhagavad-uktau 


(The Supreme Lord spoke this verse, which is found in the Visnu-yamala) 


mama nàmani loke ‘smin 
$raddhayà yas tu kirtayet 

tasyaparadha-kotis tu 
ksamamy eva na samsayah 


I forgive the offenses of one who faithfully chants My holy names, even 
if he had committed millions of offenses. Do not doubt My statement in this 
regard. 


Text 376 
sarva-sampüurti-karituam (It awards perfection in all activities) 


astama-skandhe sri-bhagavantam prati sri-sukroktau 
(Sukracarya spoke this verse to the Supreme Lord, 


which is found in the Srimad-Bhagavatam [8.23.16]) 


mantratas tantratas chidram 
desa-kalarha-vastutah 
sarvam karoti nischidram 


anusankirtanam tava 


There may be discrepancies in pronouncing the mantras and observing 
the regulative principles, and, moreover, there may be discrepancies in 
regard to time, place, person and paraphernalia. But when Your Lordship's 
holy name is chanted, everything becomes faultless. 


Text 377 
skande ca (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


yasya smrtyà ca nāmoktyā 
tapo-yajfia-kriyadisu 
nyunam sampurnatam eti 


sadyo vande tam acyutam 


I worship Lord Acyuta, the remembrance of whom and the chanting of 
whose holy name awards one perfection in the performance of all kinds of 
austerities, sacrifices, and other Vedic rituals. 


Text 378 
sarva-vedadhikatvam (It is the essence of the Vedas) 


visnu-dharmottare sri-prahladoktau 


(Prahlada spoke this verse, which is found in the Visnu-dharmottara) 


rg-vedo hi yajur-vedah 
sama-vedo ‘py atharvanah 
adhitas tena yenoktam 
harir ity aksara-dvayam 


—. One who has uttered the two syllable, ha and ri, has certainly studied the 
Rg Veda, Yajur Veda, Sàma Veda, and Atharva Veda. 


Text 379 
skande sri-parvaty-uktau 


(This statement by Parvati is found in the Skanda Purana) 


ma rco mā yajus tata 
mà sáma patha kificana 
govindeti harer nama 


geyam gayasva nityasah 


My dear child, you should simply chant the name, Govinda, every day. Then, 
you will no longer need to study the Rg, Yajur, Sama, and Atharva Vedas. 


Text 380 
pádme ca sri-ramastottara-sata-nama-stotre 
(In the prayer describing the one-hundred-and-eight names of 


Lord Ràmacandra, as found in the Padma Purana, it is stated) 


visnor ekaika-namapi 
sarva-vedadhikam matam 
tadrn-ndma-sahasrena 


rama-nadma samam smrtam 


Each and every name of Lord Visnu is more glorious than the entire 
Vedas. One holy name of Rama is equal to the one thousand holy names of 
Lord Visnu. 

Text 381 
sarva-tirthadhikatvam (It is more sanctified than all of the holy places) 


skande (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


kuruksetrena kim tasya 
kim kasya puskarena va 
jihvagre vasate yasya 


harir ity aksara-dvayam 


What is the need of visiting the holy places of pilgrimage—Kuruksetra, 
Kasi, or Puskara—for one whose tongue chants the two syllables, Hari? 


Text 382 


vamane (In the Vamana Purana it is stated) 


tirtha-koti-sahasrani 
tirtha-koti-satani ca 
tani sarvany avapnoti 


visnor nàmanulaártanat 


Whether there are one hundred million holy places of pilgrimage or one 
thousand million holy places, it is of no real concern. One can achieve the 


benefit of visiting all of these holy places simply by chanting the holy names 
of Lord Visnu. 


Text 383 


visvamitra-samhitayam (In the Visvamitra Samhita it is stated) 


visrutani bahiiny eva 
tirthani bahudhani ca 
koty-amsenapi tulyani 


nama-kirtanato hareh 


The innumerable holy places of pilgrimage that are mentioned in the 
scriptures are not even equal to one ten-millionth of the chanting of the 
holy names of Lord Hari. 


Text 384 
laghu-bhagavate (In the Laghu-bhagavatamrta it is stated) 


kim tata vedagama-sástra-vistarais 
tirthair anekair api kim prayojanam 
yady atmano váfichasi mukti-karanam 


govinda govinda iti sphutam rata 


O son, what is the use of studying so much literature, such as the Vedas, 
and other such scriptures? What is the need of traveling to so many holy 
places of pilgrimage? If you are actually interested in attaining liberation 
then simply chant, loudly and clearly, “O Govinda! O Govinda!” 


Text 385 
sarva-sat-karmadhikatvam 


(It is more beneficial than performing all kinds of pious activities) 


go-koti-danam grahane khagasya 
— prayaga-gangodaka-kalpa-vasah 
yajnayutam meru-suvarna-danam 


govinda-kirter na samam satamsaih 


Giving ten million cows in charity at the time of a solar eclipse, standing 
in the water of the Ganges at Prayaga for one kalpa, performing ten thousand 
sacrifices, and donating as much gold as is found at Mount Sumeru—these 
pious acts are not equal to one-hundredth the chanting of the holy name of 


Govinda. 


Text 386 


baudhayana-samhitayam (In the Baudhayana Samhita it is stated) 


istapurtani karmani 
su-bahuni krtany api 
bhava-hetüni tàny eva 
harer nama tu muktidam 


Even if one performs many welfare activities, they will simply result in 
being the cause of his material bondage. On the other hand, the chanting of 
the holy names of Lord Hari awards one liberation, and nothing else. 


Texts 387-388 
garude sri-saunakambarisa-samvade 
(In a conversation between Saunaka and Ambarisa that is 


recorded in the Garuda Purana, these verses are found) 


vajapeya-sahasranam 
nityam phalam abhipsasi 

pratar utthaya bhupala 
kuru govinda-kirtanam 


kim karisyati sankhyena 
kim yogair nara-nàyaka 
muktim icchasi rajendra 


kuru govinda-kirtanam 


O King Ambarisa, if you wish to receive the benefit of performing 
thousands of Vajapeya sacrifices every day then simply chant the holy 
name of Govinda, after getting up early in the morning. What gain can you 
accomplish by cultivating the Sankhya philosophy or practicing astanga- 
yoga? If you are serious about attaining liberation then just go on chanting 
the holy name, Govinda. 

Text 389 
trtiya-skandhe sri-kapiladevam prati devahüty-ultau 
(Devahüti spoke this verse to Kapila, as found in the Srimad-Bhagavatam [3.33.7]) 


aho bata svapaco ‘to gariyan 
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam 


tepus tapas te juhwvur sasnur arya 


brahmanicur nama grhnanti ye te 


O my Lord! Persons who chant the holy names of Your Lordship are 
far, far advanced in spiritual life, even if born in families of dog-eaters. Such 
chanters have undoubtedly performed all kinds of austerities and sacrifices, 
bathed in all sacred places, and finished all scriptural studies. 


Text 390 
sarva-tirtha-pradatvam (It awards the ultimate goal of life) 


skande brahma-narada-samvade caturmasya-mahatmye 
(In a conversation between Lord Brahma and Narada that is found in 


the Caturmasya-mahatmya section of the Skanda Purāna it is stated) 


etat sad-varga-haranam 
ripu-nigrahanam param 
adhyátma-mülam etad dhi 


visnor nàmanukirtanam 


Chanting the holy name of Lord Visnu defeats one’s six enemies— lust, 
anger, greed, madness, envy, and illusion. Such chanting is expert is subduing 
the senses and it is the cause for achieving the goal of self-realization. 


Text 391 
visnu-dharmottare (In the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


hrdi krtva tathà kamam 
abhistam dvija-pungavah 
ekam nàma japed yas tu 
$atam kaman avapnuyat 
If one chants even a single holy name of the Supreme Lord while 


maintaining some particular desire within his mind, he will not only find 


that his desire is fulfilled but he will receive the fulfillment of one hundred 
more desires. 


Text 392 
tatraiva sri-krsnámrta-stotre 


(In the Krsnamrta-stotra, which is found in the same literature, it is stated) 


sarva-mangala-mangalyam 
áyusyam vydadhi-ndsanam 
bhukti-mukti-pradam divyam 


vasudevasya kirtanam 


Chanting the holy name of Krsna awards one all kinds of auspiciousness 
. ) 
increases one's duration of life, cures all diseases, awards one material 
enjoyment and liberation, and finally takes one back to Godhead. 
Text 393 


$ri-nàràyana-vyuha-stave (In the Narayana-vyühastawa it is stated) 


parihásopahasadyair 
visnor grhnanti nàma te 
krtarthas te ‘pi manujas . 


tebhyo ‘piha namo namah 


Those who chant the holy name of Lord Visnu, even in a joking manner, 
are also glorious. I offer my repeated obeisances to them. 


Text 394 


varahe ca (In the Varáha Puràna it is stated) 


te dhanyds te krtārthāś ca 
tair eva sukrtam krtam 
tair ábtam janmanah prapyam 
ye kale kirtayanti mam 


Those who chant My holy names while bathing, and performing other 
such bodily necessities, are glorious. They have achieved real benefit and 
their human birth has become successful. 


Text 395 
visesatah kalau (Especially in the age of Kali) 


sakrd uccarayanty etad 
durlabham cakrtatmanam 
kalau yuge harer nàma 


te krtartha na samsayah 


There is no question of doubting the fact that those who chant Lord 
Hari's holy names, even once, are most glorious. In the age of Kali, it is rarely 


seen that a sinful person will take to the chanting of the holy names of the 


Lord. 


Text 396 
ekadasa-skandhe ca (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [11.5.36] it is stated) 


kalim sabhajayanty aryà 
guna-jfiah sara-bhaginah 
yatra sankirtanenaiva 
sarvah svartho ‘bhilabhyate 


Those who are actually wise can appreciate the great value of this age 
of Kali. Such enlightened persons worship Kali-yuga because in this fallen 
age, all perfection of life can easily be achieved simply by the performance 
of sankirtana. | 

Text 397 
skande tatraiva (In the Skanda Purana it is also stated) 


tatha caivottamam loke 
tapah sri-hari-kirtanam 
kalau yuge visesena 


visnu-prityal samacaret 


In this world, glorification of Lord Hari is the foremost kind of austerity. 
Therefore, to please Lord Visnu in this age of Kali, one should continuously 
chant the holy names of the Lord. 


Texts 398-399 


sarva-saktimattvam (It is omnipotent) 
skande (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


dana-vrata-tapas-tirtha- 
ksetradinam ca yah sthitah 
saktayo deva-mahatam 
sarva-papa-harah subhah 
rajasuyasvamedhanam 
jfiánasyadhyatma-vastunah 
akrsya harinà sarvah 


sthapitah svesu namasu 


The power to nullify sinful reactions that is invested in giving charity, 
executing vows, performing austerities, traveling to holy places of pilgrimage, 
worshiping the demigods, serving the devotees, conducting the Ràjasüya 
sacrifice and horse sacrifice, and cultivating knowledge of self-realization. 
all of this potency has been invested in the holy names of the Supreme 


Lord. 


Text 400 
vato ‘py ato harer namna 
ugrandm api duhsahah 
sarvesam papa-rasinam 
yathaiva tamasam ravih 


As the sun dissipates darkness, the holy name of the Supreme Lord 
destroys even the most grievous sinful reactions when chanted. 


Text 401 


ata eva brahmande (Therefore, in the Brahmanda Purana it is stated) 


sarvartha-sakti-yuktasya 
deva-devasya cakrinah 
yac cabhirucitam nama 


tat sarvarthesu yojayet 


To achieve all kinds of perfection, you should always chant the holy 
name of the Supreme Lord that you feel attracted to. The Supreme Lord is 
omnipotent, He is the master of the demigods, and He carries a cakra in his 


hand. 


Text 402 
jagad-anandakatvam (It is pleasing to everyone) 


sri-bhagavad-gitasu (In the Bhagavad-gita [11.36] it is stated) 


sthane hrsikesa tava prakirtya 
jagat prahrsyaty anurajyate ca 
raksamsi bhitàni diso dravanti 


sarve nàmasyanti ca siddha-sanghah 


O master of the senses, the world becomes joyful upon hearing Your 
name, and thus everyone becomes attached to You. Although the perfected 


beings offer You their respectful homage, the demons are afraid, and they 
flee here and there. All this is rightly done. 
Text 403 
jagad-vandyata-padakatvam (It makes the chanter worshipable by all) 


brhan-naradiye (In the Brhan-naradiya Purana it is stated) 


narayana jagan-natha 
vasudeva jandrdana 
itirayanti te nityam 


te vai sarvatra vanditah 


Those who regularly chant the holy names of the Supreme Lord, such as 
Narayana, Jagannatha, Vasudeva, and Janardana are glorified everywhere. 


Text 404 | 
$ri-sutoktam tatraiva yajfiadhvajopakhyanante 
(At the end of the story of Yajnadhvaja, that is narrated 


in the same literature, Sita Gosvami spoke this verse) 


svapan bhañjan vrajams tisthann 
| uttisthams ca vadams tatha 
ye vadanti harer nama 


tebhyo nityam namo namah 


I offer my repeated obeisances unto those who chant the holy name of 
Lord Hari while sleeping, eating, walking, standing, or speaking. 


Text 405 


$ri-nàràáyana-vyuha-stave (In the Nàráyana-vyuha-stawa it is stated) 


stri sudrah pukkaso vapi 
ye cánye papa-yonayah 
kirtayanti harim bhaktya 
tebhyo ‘piha namo namah 
Obeisances should be offered to women, sudras, dog-eaters, and others 


who are beyond the purview of Vedic society if they devotedly glorify the 
holy names of Lord Hari. 


Texts 406-407 
agaty-eka-gatitvam (It awards the ultimate goal of life) 


padme brhat-sahasra-nama-kathanarambhe 
(In the beginning of the section of the Padma Purana that deals 


with the thousand names of the Supreme Lord, it is stated) 


ananya-gatayo martya 
bhogino ‘pi parantapah 

jnana-vairdgya-rahita 
brahmacaryddi-varjitah 


sarva-dharmojjhità visnor 
nama-matraika-jalpakah 
sukhena yam gatim yanti 
na tam sarve ‘pi dharmikah 


Those who are always engaged in sense gratification, who have no fixed 
goal of life, who always inflict pain on others, who are devoid of spiritual 
knowledge and detachment, who do not practice celibacy, and who never 
follow religious principles—if they joyfully chant the holy names of Lord 
Visnu with a little faith, they can attain a destination that is rarely achieved 
by even the most pious people. 


Text 408 
sada sarvatra sevyatvam (It is always the object of worship) 


visnu-dharme ksatrabandhupakhyane 
(In the story of Ksatrabandhu that is narrated 


in the Visnu-dharmottara, this verse is found) 


na desa-niyamas tasmin 
na kàla-niyamas tathà 
nocchistadau nisedho ‘sti 
$ri-harer namni lubdhaka 


O Lubdhaka, there is no consideration of time and place with regards to 
chanting the holy name of Lord Hari. As such, there is no harm in chanting 


the holy name of the Lord, even in a contaminated state. 


Text 409 
skande padme vaisakha-mahatmye visnu-dharmottare ca 
(In the Skanda Purana, Padma Purana, Vaisakha-mahatmya, 


and Visnu-dharmottara, this verse is found) 


cakrayudhasya namani 
sada sarvatra kirtayet 
ndsaucam kirtane tasya 


sa pavitra-karo yatah 


Because Lord Hari is all-purifying, there are no hard and fast rules for 
chanting His holy names. It is the duty of everyone to always chant the holy 
names of the Lord in all conditions of life. 


Text 410 
punah skande (Again, the Skanda Purdna states) 


na desa-kalavasthasu 
$uddhy-adikam apkesate 
kintu svatantram evaitan- 


nama kamita-kamadam 


Chanting the holy names of the Supreme Lord does not depend upon 
one’s purity or impurity, nor does it have anything to do with time, place, 
or circumstances. The holy name is fully independent and it awards the 
fulfillment of one’s desires. 


Text 411 


vaisvanara-samhitayam (In the Vaisvanara Samhita it is stated) 


na desa-kala-niyamo 
na saucásauca-nirnayah 
param sankirtanad eva 


rama rameti mucyate 


Simply by chanting the holy name, Rama, Rama, conditioned souls can 
be liberated from material entanglement. There is no consideration of time, 
place, purity, or impurity as far as chanting the holy name is concerned. 


Texts 412-413 
vaisnava-cintamanau Ssri-yudhisthiram prati sri-narada-vakyyam 
(Narada Muni spoke these verses to Yudhisthira, 


which is recorded in the Vaisnava-cintàmani) 


na desa-niyamo rajan 
na kàála-niyamas tatha 
vidyate nàtra sandeho 


visnor namanukirtane 


kalo ‘sti dane yajfie ca 
sndne kalo ‘sti sajjape 
visnu-sankirtane kalo 


nasty atra prthivi-tale 


O King, there is no doubt that one does not have to follow any particular 
rule, such as selecting a proper time or place, while chanting the holy names 
of Lord Visnu. For activities like charity, sacrifice, a holy bath, and chanting 
mantras, one must follow the prescribed rules and regulations. However, 
one need not follow any such rules and regulations while chanting the holy 


names of Lord Visnu. 


p Text 414 
dvitiya-skande (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [2.1.11] it is stated) 


etan nirvidyamananam 
icchatam akuto-bhayam 
yoginam nrpa nirnitam 


harer namanukirtanam 


O King, constant chanting of the holy name of the Lord, following in 
the footsteps of the great souls is the doubtless and fearless way of success 
for all, including those who are free from all material desires, those who are 
desirous of all material enjoyment, and those who are self-satisfied by dint of 


transcendental knowledge. 


Text 415 
mukti-pradatvam (It awards liberation) 


varahe (In the Varaha Purana it is stated) 


narayanacyutananta 
vasudeveti yo narah 

satatam kirtayed bhümi 
yanti mallayatam sa hi 


O mother Earth, one who constantly chants the holy names of the Lord, 
such as Narayana, Acyuta, Ananta, and Vasudeva attains, at the very least, 
sayujya-mukti, or merging into My existence. 

Text 416 
garude (In the Garuda Purana it is stated) 


kim karisyati sankhyena 
kim yogair nara-nayaka 
muktim icchasi rajendra 


kuru govinda-kirtanam 


O ruler of men, what will you gain by cultivating Sankhya, or astánga- 
yoga? If you are actually interested in liberation from material bondage then 
just chant the holy name of Govinda. . 


Text 417 
skande (In the Skanada Purana it is stated) 


sakrd uccaritam yena 
harir ity aksara-dvayam 
baddhah parikaras tena 


moksáya gamanam prati 


One who, even once, chants the two syllables, ha and ri, quickly becomes 
eligible to attain liberation. 


Text 418 
brahma-purane (In the Brahma Purana it is stated) 


apy anya-citto ‘suddho và 
yah sada kirtayed dharim 
so ‘pi dosa-ksayán muktim 


labhec cedi-patir yatha 


If one always chants the holy names of Lord Hari, even ina contaminated 
state, or without attention—all of his offenses are forgiven so that he achieves 


liberation from material existence. An example of this is Sisupála, the king 
of Cedi. 
Text 419 
pddme devahüti-stutau 
(This prayer of Devahüti is recorded in the Padma Puràna) 


sakrd uccarayed yas tu 
nàáráyanam atandritah 

suddhantahkarano bhitva 
nirvanam adhigacchati 


The heart of a person who even once utters the holy name, Narayana, 
giving up his indolence, is purified so that he becomes qualified for liberation 
from material bondage. 

Text 420 
mátsye (In the Matsya Purana it is stated) 


para-dara-rato vapi 
parápa-krti-karakah 
sa Suddho muktim apnoti 


harer nàmanulaártanàát 


Even those who enjoy sex with another man's wife, and those who 
always do harm to others—if they take to the chanting of the holy names 
of Lord Hari, they.can be purified from all sinful reactions and thus also 
achieve liberation. 


Text 421 
vaisampayana-samhitayam (In the Vaisampayana Samhita it is stated) 


sarva-dharma-bahir-bhütah 
sarva-pdpa-ratas tatha 
mucyate natra sandeho 


visnor namanukirtanat 


Even one who does not follow any religious principles and who is fond 
of committing sinful activities—if he takes to the chanting of Lord Visnus 
holy names, he will surely be liberated from the vicious cycle of repeated 


birth and death. Of this there is no doubt. 


Text 422 
brhan-nàradiye (In the Brhan-nàradiya Purana it is stated) 


yatha kathaficid yan-namni 
kirtite và srute ‘pi và 

papino ‘pi visuddhah syuh 
Suddha moksam avapnuyuh 


If, somehow or other, one hears or chants the holy names of the Supreme 
Lord, he will be liberated from all sinful reactions and attain liberation from 
material bondage. 

Text 423 
bharata-vibhage (In the Bharata-vibhaga it is stated) 


prana-prayana-patheyam 
samsara-vyadhi-bhesajam 
. duhkha-soka-paritranam 
harir ity aksara-dvayam 


The two syllables, ha and ri, are the only asset of a person who is walking 
on the path toward death. Indeed, these two syllables are the only remedy 
for material miseries, and suffering due to lamentation. 


Text 424 
naradiye (In the Narada Purana it is stated) 


navyam navyam namadheyam murarer 
yad yac caitad geya-piyusa-pustam 

‘ye gayanti tyakta-lajjah sa-harsam 
jivan-muktah samsayo nasti tatra 


Those who give up all shyness and joyfully chant Lord Hari’s holy names, 
which constantly provide one a newer and newer nectarean sweetness that 
is highly praised by eloquent speakers of the Vedic literature, are to be 
considered liberated, even though they are still living in this world. There 
should be no doubt in this regard. 


Text 425 
prathama-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [1.1.14] it is stated) 


dpannam samsritim ghoram 
yan-nama vivaso grnan 
tatah sadyo vimucyeta 
yad bibheti svayam bhayam 


Living beings who are entangled in the complicated meshes of birth and 
death can be freed immediately by even unconsciously chanting the holy 
name of Krsna, which is feared by fear personified. 


Text 426 
trtiye brahma-stutau 
(This prayer of Lord Brahma is found in the Srimad-Bhagavatam [3.9.15]) 


yasyavatara-guna-karma-vidambanani 
namani ye 'su-vigame vivasà grnanti 

te ‘neka-janma-samalam sahasaiva hitva 
samyaty apavrtamrtam tam ajam prapadye 


Let us offer our respectful obeisances unto that Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, whose incarnations and activities are chanted by us for 
glorification, though He can hardly be fully known as He is. 


Text 427 
sasthe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.3.24] it is stated) 


etavatalam agha-nirharandya pumsam 
sankirtanam bhagavato guna-karma-namnàm 

vikrusya putram aghavan yad ajamilo ‘pi 
narayaneti mriyamana thaya muktim 


Therefore, it should be understood that one is easily relieved from 
all sinful reactions by chanting the holy name of the Lord, as well as His 
qualities and activities. This is the only process recommended for relief from 
sinful reactions. Even if one chants the holy name of the Lord with improper 
pronunciation, he will achieve relief from material bondage if he chants 
without offenses. Ajamila, for example, was extremely sinful, but while dying 
he merely chanted the holy name, and although calling his son, he achieved 
complete liberation because he remembered the name of Narayana. 


Text 428 
sri-vaikunthaloka-prapakatvam (It delivers one to Vaikuntha) 
uktam ca lainge s$ri-naradam prati sri-sivena 


(Lord Siva spoke this verse to Narada, which is found in the Linga Purana) 


vrajams tisthan svapann asnan 
$vasan vàkya-prapurane 
nama-sankirtanam visnor 


helayà kali-mardanam 


krtvà svarüpatàm yati 
bhakti-yuktam param vrajet 


The chanting of Lord Hari's holy names destroys the contamination of 
Kali. Even if chanted with negligence, or while walking, sitting, sleeping, 
eating, breathing, or speaking, one attains liberation. What then can be 
said of those who chant His holy names with full devotion? Such devotees 


certainly return to the Lord's supreme abode. 


Texts 429-430 
naradiye sri-brahmana 


(Lord Brahma made this statement, as found in the Narada Purana) 


brahmanah svapacim bhufijan 
visesena rajasvalam 

asnati surayà pakvam 
marane harim uccaran 


abhaksyagamyayor jatam 
vihayaghaugha-saficayam 

prayati visnu-sálokyam 
vimukto bhava-bandhanaih 


If one chants the holy names of Lord Hari at the time of death, even 
after he had enjoyed sex with the wife of a dog-eater during her menstrual 
period, and had eaten rice cooked in wine, he will be freed from the heavy 
burden of his sinful reactions, and attain the supreme abode of Lord Visnu. 


Text 431 
brhan-naradiye sukram prati sri-balina 
(King Bali spoke this verse to Sukracarya, as recorded in the Brhan-nàradiya 


Purana) 


jihvagre vartate yasya 
harir ity aksara-dvayam 
visnor lokam avapnoti 


punar-àvrtti-durlabham 


One whose tongue vibrates the two syllables, hari, will ascend to the 
abode of Lord Visnu and never again return to this material world. 


Text 432 
padme (In the Padma Purana it is stated) 


yatra tatra sthito vapi 

krsna krsneti kirtayet 
sarva-papa-visuddhatma 

sa gacchet baramam gatim 


If one simply chants, Krsna Krsna—in whatever condition of life he may 
be in—he will be freed from all sinful reactions and achieve life's ultimate 
goal. 


Text 433 
tatraiva vaisakha-mahatmye ambarisam prati nàradena 
(Narada Muni spoke this verse to King Ambarisa, as recorded 


in the Vaisakha-mahatmya section of the same literature) 


tad eva punyam paramam pavitram 
govinda-gehe gamanaya patram 
tad eva loke sukrtaika-satram 


yad ucyate kesava-nama-matram 


Simply by uttering the holy name of Lord Kesava, which is supremely 
pure, and which elevates one to His eternal abode, one will accumulate 
immense piety. 


Texts 434-435 


brahma-vaivarte (In the Brahma-vaivartta Purana it is stated) 


evam sangrahani-putra- 
bhidhana-vydjato harim 
samuccaryanta-kale ‘gad 
dhama tat paramam hareh 
narayanam iti vyàjad 
| uccàárya kalusasrayah 
ajamilo ‘py agad dhama 
kim uta $raddhayà grnan 
Simply by calling out the name of the prostitute's son, Narayana, at the 
time of death, the sinful Ajamila went back to the supreme abode of Lord 
Hari. When the most sinful Ajamila went to Vaikuntha, simply by calling 
out the name, Narayana, not actually referring to the Lord, but to his son, 


then what can be said about the benefit obtained by chanting the holy name 
of the Lord with faith and devotion? 


Text 436 
sastha-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [6.2.49] it is stated) 


mriyamano harer nama 
grnan putropacaritam 
ajamilo ‘py agad dhama 
kim uta śraddhayā grnan 
While suffering at the time of death, Ajamila chanted the holy name 
of the Lord, and although the chanting was directed toward his son, he 
nevertheless returned home, back to Godhead. Therefore if one faithfully 
and inoffensively chants the holy name of the Lord, where is the doubt that 
he will return to Godhead? 


Text 437 


vamane (In the Vamana Purana it is stated) 


ye kirtayanti varadam vara-padmanabham 
sankhabja-cakra-sara-capa-gadasi-hastam 
padmalaya-vadana-pankaja-satpadaksam 


nünam prayanti sadanam madhughatinas te 


Those who chant the holy names of Lord Hari, who awards benedictions 
to His devotees, whose navel resembles a lotus flower, who holds a conch 
disc, club, lotus, bow and arrow in His hands, and who is just like a bumblebee 
hovering around the lotus face of Laksmi, will certainly become residents of 
Vaikuntha. 

Text 438 


dngirasa-purane (In the Andirasa Purana it is stated) 


vasudeveti manuja 
uccarya bhava-bhititah 
tan-muktah padam apnoti 


visnor eva na samsayah 


To attain freedom from fear of material existence, one should chant the 
holy name of Lord Vasudeva. This will undoubtedly award one shelter at 
Lord Visnu’s lotus feet. 


Text 439 


nandi-purane (In the Nandi Purdna it is stated) 


sarvada sarva-kdlesu 
ye ‘pi kurvanti patakam 
nama-sankirtanam krtva 
yanti visnoh param padam 


By congregationally chanting the holy names of the Supreme Lord, even 
the most sinful people can attain the supreme abode of Lord Visnu. 


Text 440 
visesatah kalau (Especially in this age of Kali) 


dvádasa-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [12.3.51] it is stated) 


kaler dosa-nidhe rajann 
asti hy eko mahàn gunah 
kirtanad eva krsnasya 


mukta-sango param vrajet 


My dear King, although Kali-yuga is full of faults, there is still one good 
quality about this age. It is that simply by chanting the Hate Krsna maha- 


mantra, one can become free from material bondage and be promoted to the 
transcendental kingdom. 


Text 441 
garude ambarisam prati sri-sukena 
(Sukadeva spoke this verse to King Ambarisa, as recorded in the Garuda Ponni 
yadicchasi param jfiànam 
jnanad yat baramam padam 
tad-àdarena rajendra 


kuru govinda-kirtanam 


My dear king, if you wish to attain supreme knowledge and thereby attain 
the supreme abode of the Lord then chant the holy names of Govinda, with 
love and devotion. 


Text 442 


sri-bhagavat-prinanatvam (It pleases the Supreme Lord) 
varahe (In the Varaha Purdna it is stated) 


vasudevasya sankirtya 
surapo vyadhito ‘pi và 

mukto jayeta niyatam 
maha-visnuh prasidati 


Even drunkards and people who are afflicted with terrible diseases can 
attain liberation from the vicious cycle of repeated birth and death, and 
satisfy Lord Visnu, simply by chanting the holy names of Lord Hari . 


Text 443 
brhan-naradiye (In the Brhan-náradiya Puràna it is stated) 


nama-sankirtanam visnoh 
ksut-trt-praskhalitadisu 
karoti satatam vipras 
tasya prito hy adhoksajah 


O brahmanas, the Supreme Lord, who is transcendentally situated and 
thus beyond the jurisdiction of material senses, always becomes pleased with 
someone who constantly glorifies His holy names—even when they are 
afflicted with hunger, thirst, and other forms of distress. 


Text 444 
visnu-dharmottare (In the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


nama-sankirtanam visnoh 
ksut-trt-praskhalitadisu 

yah karoti maha-bhaga 
tasya tusyati kesavah 


O greatly fortunate one, Lord Kesava becomes pleased with one who 
) 
when hungry, thirsty, or distressed for other reasons, chants His holy 


names. 


Text 445 


atha sri-bhagavad-vasi-karitvam (It controls the Supreme Lord) 


mahabharate sri-bhagavad-vakyam 


(The Supreme Lord made this statement, as recorded in the Mahabharata) 


rnam etat pravrddham me 
hrdayan nàpasarpati 
yad govindeti cukrosa 


krsna mam dira-vasinam 


Being put into a very dangerous situation, Draupadi called out to Me, “O 
Govinda! O Govinda!” and for this I have become highly indebted to her. 
Indeed, this debt is firmly established within My heart. 


Texts 446-447 
ádi-purane sri-krsndrjuna-samvade 
(In a conversation between Lord Krsna and Arjuna that 


is recorded in the Adi Purana, these verses are found) 


gatud ca mama nàmani 
nartayen mama sannidhau 
idam bravimi te satyam 


krito ‘ham tena cárjuna 


gatva ca mama namani 
rudanti mama sannidhau 
tesam aham parikrito 


nanya-krito janardanah 


O Arjuna, those who sing My holy names and dance before Me in ecstasy 
certainly purchase Me with the price of their devotion. I promise you this. | 
tell you the truth—those who chant My names and cry with devotion before 
Me, actually purchase Me with their love. 


Text 448 
evam śrutvā ca mama nāmāni ity-ādi 
In this way, one should hear the glories of My holy names and performing 
other such devotional activities. 


Text 449 
visnu-dharme prahladena 


(Prahlada made this statement, which is found in the Visnu-dharma) 
Jitam tena jitam tena 
jitam teneti niscitam 
jihvagre vartate yasya 


harir ity aksara-dvayam 


When someone's tongue is heard to vibrate the two syllables, hari, it is 
to be understood that he has brought the Supreme Lord under his control, 
he has surely brought the Supreme Lord under his control, he has certainly 
brought the Supreme Lord under his control. 


Text 450 
svatah barama-purusarthatvam 


(It automatically awards one the supreme objective of life) 


skande kasi-khande padme ca vaisakha-mahatmye 
(In the Kasi-khanda section of the Skanda Purana, and the 


Vaisakha-mahatmya section of the Padma Purana, this verse appears) 


idam eva hi mangalyam 
etad eva dhanarjanam 
jivitasya phalam caitad 
yad damodara-kirtanam 
Chanting the holy name of Damodara is the only real benefit of 


performing all kinds of auspicious activities. Indeed, it is the only perfection 
of accumulating wealth and the only valid reason for remaining alive. 


Text 451 
prabhasa-khande (In the Prabhasa-khanda it is stated) 


madhuram-madhuram etam mangalam mangalanam 
sakala-nigama-valli-sat-phalam cit-svariipam 
sakrd api parigitam sraddhaya helaya và 


bhrgu-vara nara-matram tarayet krsna-nama 


O best of the descendents of Bhrgu! If the holy name of Lord Krsna, 
which is sweeter than the sweetest, which is more auspicious than the most 
auspicious, which is the eternal fruit of the Vedic tree, and which is fully 
transcendental, is chanted, either faithfully or faithlessly, even once, without 
any offense, it will definitely deliver one from material existence. 


Text 452 
visnu-rahasye visnu-dharmottare ca 


(In the Visnu-rahasya and the Visnu-dharmottara it is stated) 


etad eva param jfianam 
etad eva param tapah 
etad eva param tattvam 


vasudevasya kirtanam 


Glorification of Lord Hari is the foremost knowledge, the foremost 
austerity, and the foremost truth. This is the verdict of all great authorities. 


Text 453 
bhakti-prakdresu sraisthyam 


(It is the best among all the limbs of devotional service) 


vaisnava-cintàmani $ri-$ivomá-samvade 
(In a conversation between Lord Siva and Uma that 


is found in the Vaisnava-cintàmani, this verse is found) 


aghacchit-smaranam visnor 
bahv-adydsena sddhyate 
austha-spandana-matrena 


kirtanam tu tato varam 


It takes a great deal of endeavor to release oneself from material bondage 
by constantly remembering Lord Visnu but simply by moving ones lips, 


the fear of material existence is vanquished. Therefore, chanting is more 
important than remembering. 
Text 454 


anyatra ca (Elsewhere it is stated) 


yena janma-sataih purvam 
vasudevah samarcitah 

tan-mukhe hari-nàmani 
sada tisthanti bharata 


O King, only one who has properly worshiped Lord Vàsudeva in hundreds 
of previous births is able to constantly chant His holy names. 


Text 455 
visesatah kalau (Especially in this age of Kali) 


visnu rahasye (In the Visnu-rahasya it is stated) 


yad abhyarcya harim bhaktya 
krte kratu-satair api 
phalam prapnoty avikalam 


kalau govinda-kirtanat 


The same benefit that was obtained by performing hundreds of sacrifices 
in Satya-yuga, and the same benefit that was received by worshiping Lord 
Hari in Dvapara-yuga, can be achieved in this age of Kali simply by chanting 
the holy names of Govinda. 


Text 456 


visnu-purane (In the Visnu Purana it is stated) 


dhyayan krte yajan yajnais 
tretayam dvdpare 'rcayan 
yad Gpnoti tad apnoti 
kalau sankirtya kesavam 


The result one obtained by meditation in Satya-yuga, by performing 
sacrifice in Treta-yuga, and by worshiping the Lord of the universe in 
Dvapara-yuga, can be obtained simply by chanting the holy names of the 
Lord in Kali-yuga. 


Text 457 
dvadasa-skandhe (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [12.3.52] it is stated) 


krte yad dhyayato visnum 
tretayam yajato makhaih 
dvdpare paricaryayam 


kalau tad dhari-kirtanat 


The result that was achieved by meditation in Satya-yuga, by sacrifice in 
Tretà-yuga, and by temple worship in Dvapara-yuga, can be obtained in this 
age of Kali simply by Hari-kirtana. 

Text 458 
ekddase (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [11.5.32] it is stated) 


krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam 
sangopangastra-parsadam 
yajfiaih sankirtana-prayair 


yajanti hi su-medhasah 


In this age of Kali, those who are endowed with sufficient intelligence will 
worship the Lord, who is accompanied by His associates, by the performance 
of sanlartana-yajfia. 

Text 459 
skande ca (In the Skanda Purana it is stated) 


maha-bhagavatà nityam 


kalau kurvanti kirtanam 


In this age of Kali, exalted personalities are always seen chanting the 
holy names of Lord Krsna. 


Text 460 
brhan-naradiye naradoktam 


(Narada made this statement, which is found in the Brhan-nàradiya Purana) 


harer nàmaiva namaiva 
namaiva mama jivanam 

kalau nasty eva nasty eva 
nasty eva gatir anyatha 


In this age of Kali, the holy name of Lord Hari, the holy name of Lord 
Hari, the holy name of Lord Hari is my life and soul. Apart from the chanting 
of the holy name of the Lord, there is no alternative, there is no alternative, 
there is no alternative. 


Text 461 


ata evoktam (Therefore, it is said) 


sakrd uccárayanty eva 
harer nama cid-àtmakam 
phalam nàsya ksamo vaktum 


sahasra-vadano vidhih 


Even Anantadeva, with His one thousand mouths, and four-headed 
Brahma are unable to fully describe the benefit one obtains by chanting, 
even once, Lord Hari's transcendental holy name. 


Text 462 
padmottara-khande $ri-ràmástottara-sata-nama-stotre $ri-$ivena 
(Lord Siva spoke this verse describing the one thousand and eight holy 


names of Lord Ramacandra, which is found in the Padma Purana) 


rakaradini nàmani 
śrnvato devi jayate 
pritir me manaso nityam 


rama-nama-visankaya 


O Goddess, I become joyful as soon as I hear a name that begins with the 
syllable, ra, because I assume that it is the holy name of Lord Rama. 


Text 463 


vaisnava-cintamanau ca (In the Vaisnava-cintamani it is stated) 


iso ‘ham sarva-jagatam 
namnam visnor hi japakah 
satyam satyam vadamy esa 
harer nàma gatir nrnam 
I became the controller of the universe simply by chanting the holy 


names of Lord Visnu. I swear, again and again, that the holy name of Lord 
Hari is the ultimate goal for one who has attained a human birth. 


Texts 464-466 
üdi-puràne ca sri-krsnarjuna-samwade 
(In a conversation between Lord Krsna and Arjuna 


that is recorded in the Adi Purana, these verses appear) 


sraddhaya helaya nama 
ratanti mama jantavah 
tesam nama sada partha 


vartate hrdaye mama 


na ndma-sadrsam jndnam 
na nàma-sadrsam vratam 
na nàma-sadrsam dhyanam 
na nàáma-sadrsam phalam 


na nama-sadrsas tyágo 
na nàma-sadrsah samah 
na ndma-sadrsam punyam 


na nàma-sadrsi gatih 


O Arjuna, I always remember those persons who chant My holy names, 
whether with faith, or negligently. There is no understanding equal to that 
possessed by one who chants the holy name, there is no vow equal to the 
chanting of the holy name, there is no meditation equal to the chanting of 
the holy name, there is no benefit equal to that which is gained by chanting 
the holy name, there is no detachment equal to that exhibited by one who 
always chants the holy name, there is no peace equal to that experienced 
by one who chants the holy name, there is no piety equal to that attained 
by one who chants the holy name, and there is no goal of life equal to the 
chanting of the holy name. 

Texts 467-469 
namaiva paramà muktir 
namaiva paramd gatih 
namaiva parama santir 


namaiva paramá sthith 


namaiva parama bhaktir 


namaiva paramā matih 


namaiva parama pritir 


namaiva parama smrtih 


namaiva karanam jantor 
nāmaiva prabhur eva ca 

namaiva paramdradhyo 
namaiva paramo guruh 


The holy name certainly awards one the highest liberation, the holy 
name is certainly the supreme goal of life, the holy name certainly awards 
one absolute peace, the holy name certainly brings one to the highest state 
of existence, the holy name is certainly the foremost limb of devotional 
service, the holy name is certainly develops the brightest intelligence, the 
holy name certainly awards one the supreme form of love of God, the holy 
name is certainly the best means of remembrance, the holy name is certainly 
the life and soul of the living entities, the holy name is the only worshipable 
Lord, and the holy name is the supreme spiritual master. 


Texts 470-471 
kim ca (It is also said) 


nama-yuktan janàn drstva 
snigdho bhavati yo narah 
sa yati paramam sthanam 


visnund saha modate 


tasman nāmāni kaunteya ` 
bhajasva drdha-manasah 

nama-yuktah priyo 'smakam 
nama-yukto bhavdrjuna 


O son of Kunti, one who becomes joyful upon seeing a person who is 
inclined to chant the holy names of the Lord will also go back to Godhead 
and enjoy the association of Lord Visnu. Therefore, My advice is that you 
go on chanting My holy names with firm determination because one who is 
attached to chanting My holy names is very dear to Me. 


Text 472 
atha sri-bhagavan-nama 
japasya smaranasya ca 


sravanasyapi mahatmyam 


isad bhedad vilikhyate 


Now, we shall discuss the various characteristics of hearing, chanting 
) 
and remembering the glories of the holy names of the Lord. 


Text 473 
atha sriman namajapa mahatmyam 


(The glories of chanting the holy name) 


visnu-rahasye sri-bhagavad-uktau 
(The Supreme Lord made this statement in 


this regard, as recorded in the Visnu-rahasya) 


satyam bravimi manujah svayam urdhva-bahur 
yo mam mukunda narasimha janardaneti 

jivan japaty anu-dinam marane rniva 
pasana-kastha-sadrsaya dadyamy abhistam 


O members of human society, I raise My arms and boldly declare that 
when someone regularly chants My names, saying, “O Mukunda! O Nrsimha! 
O Janardana!” I feel indebted to him and thus award him his desired goal of 
life, even if he happens to be dry and hard-hearted, like a piece of wood or 
stone. 


Text 474 
kasi-khande agnibindu-stutau 
(In the prayers of Agnibindu that are recorded in the Kasi Khanda, this verse is 
found) 


narayaneti nara-karnavataraneti 
damodareti madhuheti catur-bhujeti 
visvambhareti virajeti janardaneti 


kvastiha janma japatam kva krtanta-bhitih 


O Narayana! O deliverer from hellish conditions! O Damodara! O 
killer of the Madhu demon! O Caturbhuja! O Visvambara! O Viraja! O 


Janardana!—how can persons who chant these holy names be afraid of re- 
birth and the abode of Yamaraja? 


Text 475 
padme vaisakha-mahatmye yama-brahmana-samvade 
(In a conversation between Yamaraja and a brahmana that is found 


in the Vaisakha-mahatmya section of the Padma Purana it is stated) 


vasudeva-japdsaktan 
api papa-krto janan 
nopasarpanti vai vighna 


yama-dütas ca darunah 


If sinful people become attached to the chanting of the holy name of 
Lord Hari then they too will be delivered from all obstacles, such as lust; the 
threefold material miseries; and the wrath of the Yamaditas. 


Text 476 


brhad-visnu-purane (In the Brhad-visnu Purana it is stated) 


kva nàka-prstha-gamanam 
punar ávrtti-laksanam 
kva japo vasudeveti 


mukti-bijam anuttamam 


What comparison can be made between the attainment of heaven, from 
where one has to return to this world once again, and the chanting of Lord 
Vasudeva’s holy names, which is the only means for liberation? 


Text 477 
Sri-ndma-smarana-mahatmyam 


(The glories of remembering the holy names of the Lord) 
itihdsottame (In the Itihdsa-uttama it is stated) 


svápne ‘pi nàma-smrtir adi-pumsah 
ksayam karoty ahita-pdpa-rdseh 
prayatnatah kim punar ddi-pumsah 


prakirtite nàmni janàrdanasya 


Need it be said that chanting the holy names of Lord Janardana will 
certainly destroy heaps of sinful reactions when simply by remembering the 
holy names of the Lord, even while dreaming, all of one's accumulated sinful 
reactions are eradicated? 


Text 478 
laghu-bhagavate (In the Laghu-bhagavatamrta it is stated) 


te sabhagyd manusyesu 
krtarthd nrpa niscitam 

smaranti ye smarayanti 
harer nama kalau yuge 


O saintly king, those who remember the holy names of Lord Hari and 
preach the glories of the holy names to others in this age of Kali are certainly 
to be considered most fortunate. 


Text 479 
padme devahuti-stutau (This prayer of Devahüti is found in the Padma Purana) 


prayane caprayane ca 
yan-nama-smaranan nrnam 
sadyo nasyati papaugho 


namas tasmai cid-dtmane 


I offer my respectful obeisances unto the transcendental Personality of 
Godhead, Lord Hari. Simply by remembering His holy names during one’s 
life, or at the time of death, all of one’s sinful reactions are immediately 
vanquished. 


Text 480 
tatraivottara-khande (In the Uttara-khanda of the same literature it is stated) 


man-nàma-smaranad eva 
papinam api satvaram 
muktir bhavati jantindm 


brahmadinam su-durlabham 


By remembering My holy names, even the most sinful people can attain 
that destination which is rarely achieved, even by the demigods, headed by 
Brahma. 


Texts 481-482 
brahma-vaivarte (In the Brahma-vaivarta Purdna it is stated) 


yad-anudhyana-davagni- 
dagdha-karma-trnah puman 


visuddhah pasyati vyaktam 
avyaktam api kesavam 


tad asya nàma jivasya 
patitasya bhavambudhau 
hastavalamba-dandaya 


pravino naparo hareh - 


By the blazing forest fire of the remembrance of the holy names of the 
Lord, all the dry grass of fruitive activities are burnt to ashes. The chanting 
of the holy names of the Lord is the only means of deliverance for those who 
are merged into the ocean of material existence. It is a fact that there is no 
way to be liberated from material bondage other than by chanting the holy 
names of Lord Hari. 


Text 483 


jabali-samhitayam (In the Jabali Samhita it is stated) 


harer nàma param japyam 
dhyeyam geyam nirantaram 
kirtaniyam ca bahudha 
nirvrtir bahudhecchata 


Those who are always on the lookout for varieties of material enjoyment 
should continuously chant, meditate upon, and glorify the holy names of 


Lord Hari. 
Text 484 


atha sri-bhagavan-nama-mahatmyam 


(The glories of the Lord’s holy names) 


brhan-naradiye sri-naradoktau 


(Narada Muni spoke this verse, which is found in the Brhan-naradiya Purana) 


yan-nama-sravanenapi 
maha-patakino ‘pi ye 

pàvanatvam prapadyante 
katham stosyami khinna-dhih 


How can an unintelligent person like me glorify the Lord’s holy names 
which, simply by hearing, even the most sinful people are purified. 


Text 485 
itihdsottame (In the Itihasa-uttama it is stated) 
$rutam sankirtitam vapi 
harer ascarya-karmanah 
dahaty enamsi sarvani 
prasangat kim u bhaktitah 


When all sinful reactions are burnt to ashes simply by hearing or chanting 
the holy names of Lord Hari, whose activities are most wonderful then what 
can be said about the benefit one receives by hearing and chanting His holy 


names in pure devotion? 


Text 486 
sastha-skandhe citraketuktau 
(King Citraketu spoke this verse, which is found in the Srimad-Bhagavatam 
[6.16.44]) 


na hi bhagavann aghatitam idam 
tvad-darsanan nrnàm akhilagha-ksayah 
yan-nama-sakrc-chravanat 


pukkaso ‘pi pramucyate samsarat. iti. 


My Lord, it is not impossible for one to be immediately freed from all 
material contamination by seeing You. Not to speak of seeing You personally, 
merely by hearing the holy name of Your Lordship only once, even candilas, 
men of the lowest class, are freed from all material contamination. Under the 
circumstances, who will not be freed from material contamination simply by 
seeing You? 

Text 487 
$riman-namnam ca sarvesam 
mahatmyesu samesv api 
krsnasyaivavatàresu 
visesah ko ‘pi kasyacit 
Although the glories of all che holy names of the Supreme Lord are 


unlimited, still, among all the names of His incarnations, the name, Krsna, 
has special significance. 


Text 488 
atha visesatah sri-krsnavatara-mahatmyam 


(The unparalleled glories of the incarnation of Krsna) 


brahmanda-purane sri-krsndstottara-sata-nama-mahatmye 
(In the description of the one hundred and eight names of 


Lord Krsna that is found in the Brahmanda Purana, it is stated) 


sahasra-namnam punyanam 
trir avrtcya tu yat phalam 
ekavrttya tu krsnasya 


namaikam tat prayacchati 


The benefit obtained by reciting the thousand names of Lord Visnu can 
be obtained simply by reciting the holy name of Sri Krsna just once. 


Texts 489-490 
idam kiriti safijapya 
jayi pásupatastra-bhak 
krsnasya prana-bhütah san 


krsnam sarathim aptavan 


kim idam bahuna samsan 
manusananda-nirbharah 
brahmanandam avapyante 


krsna-sayujyam apnwuyat 


By chanting the holy names of Krsna, Arjuna acquired the Pasupata 
weapon and became a very dear friend of the Lord and thereby was able 
to engage Him as his charioteer. Simply by chanting the holy names of 
Lord Krsna, one become merged in an ocean of transcendental ecstasy and 
ultimately, attains His association in the spiritual sky. 


Text 491 
varahe ca sri-mathurd-mahatmye 


(In the Mathura-mahatmya section of the Varáha Purana it is stated) 


tatra guhyani nàmani 
bhavisyanti mama priye 

punyani ca pavitrani 
samsára-cchedanani ca 


O dear one, in My pastimes as Krsna, My most confidential holy names 
will be most auspicious, supremely purifying, and the deliverer of the 
conditioned souls from material existence. 

Texts 492-493 
tatraiva visesatah sri-krsneti-nama-mahatmyam 


(The glories of the holy name, Krsna, in particular) 


dvaraka-mahatmye prahlada-bali-samvade 
(In a conversation between Prahlada and Bali that is 


recorded in the Dvaraka Mahatmya, this verse appears) 


atitah purusah sapta 
bhavisyàs ca caturdasa 

naras tarayate sarvan 
kalau krsneti-kirtanat 


krsna-krsneti krsneti 
svapan jagrad vrajams tatha 
yo jalpati kalau nityam 
krsna-rüpi bhaved dhi sah 


Those who chant the holy name of Lord Krsna in this dangerous age of 
Kali will deliver seven past generations of their family, as well as fourteen 
future generations. In this age of Kali, one who, while awake or while 
dreaming, chants, "Krsna! Krsna!" becomes situated on the same platform 


as the Lord. 
Text 494 


brahma-vaivarte (In the Brahma-vaivarta Puràna it is stated) 


hanan brahmanam atyantam 
kamo và surám piban 
krsna-krsnety aho-rátram 
sankirtya Sucitam iyat 
Even if someone had killed a brahmana, or habitually drank wine, if 


he chants, “Krsna! Krsna! throughout the day and night, he will become 
purified. 


Text 495 
visnu-dharme (In the Visnu-dharma it is stated) 


krsneti mangalam nama 
yasya vaci pravartate 
bhasmi-bhavanti rajendra 


maha-pataka-kotayah 


O ruler of men, when one utters the most auspicious holy name, Krsna, 
all his countless sinful reactions are burnt to ashes. 


Text 496 
narasimhe sri-bhagavad-uktau 


(This statement of the Supreme Lord is found in the Nrsimha Purana) 


krsna-krsneti krsneti 
yo mam smarati nityasah 
jalam bhittva yatha padmam 
narakad uddharamy aham 


I personally deliver from a hellish condition of life one who constantly 
remembers Me by chanting My holy name, “Krsna! Krsna! Krsna!” He is 
delivered from material existence just as a lotus flower emerges from the 
water. 


Text 497 
garude padme ca 


(In the Garuda Purana and the Padma Purana it is stated) 


samsara-sarpa-sandastam 
nasta-cestaika-bhesajam 
krsneti vaisnavam mantram 


s$rutvà mukto bhaven narah 


One who has lost his original consciousness due to being bitten by a 
poisonous snake in the form of material existence can be relieved of his 
distress simply by hearing the Vaisnava mantra, Krsna, which is the only 
remedy for the diseased condition of material life. 


Text 498 
prabhasa-puraáne narada-kusadhvaja-samvade sri-bhagavad-uktay 
(The Supreme Lord spoke this verse, which is quoted in a conversation between 


. Narada Muni and Kusadhvaja that is found in the Prabhasa Purana) 


namnam mukhyataram nama 
krsnakhyam me parantapa 
 prayascittam asesanam 


papandm mocakam param 


O vanquisher of the enemies, among all My holy names, the name, 
Krsna, is the foremost. This holy name is the best means of atonement for 
even unlimited sinful activities, and it is the giver of liberation. 


Text 499 
padme (In the Padma Purana it is stated) 


yatra yatra sthito vapi 
krsna-krsneti kirtayet 
sarva-papa-visuddhatma 


sa gacchet baramam gatim 


Wherever one may be, if he somehow chants, “Krsna! Krsna!”, he will 
immediately become freed from all sinful reactions and achieve the highest 
goal of life. | 


Text 500 
visnu-dharmottare sri-krsna-sahasra-náma-stotre 
(In the prayers containing the thousand names of Krsna that 


is recorded in the Visnu-dharmottara, this verse appears) 


ballavi-kanta kim tais tair 
upayaih krsna-nàma te 
kintu jihvagragam jàgran 
niruddhe hi mahábhayam 
O beloved Lord of the gopis, what is the use of performing fruitive 


activities and cultivating knowledge? If Your holy name, Krsna, remains 
present on my tongue then where is the fear of material existence? 


Text 501 


tatraivanyatra (In the same literature, it is further stated) 


satyam vravimi te $Sambho 
gopaniyam idam mama 
mrtyu safijivanim nama 


krsnakhyam avadharaya 


O Mahadeva, I am telling you the truth—the holy name of Krsna is 
most confidential. Know for certain that this holy name can bring a dead 
man back to life. 


Text 502 
bharatavibhage (In the Bharata-vibhaga it is stated) 


krsnah krsnah krsna ityantakale 
jalpan jantur jivitam yo jahati 

ddyah sabdah kalpate tasya muktyai 
vridà namrau tisthato’nyd vrnasthau 


One who, at the time of death, chants the holy name, “Krsna! Krsna! 


|? 


Krsna!" will not have to chant any other holy name to be delivered. Among 
all the names of the Lord, the name, Krsna, is sufficient for liberation. In 
fact, the other holy names of the Lord feel embarrassed, like an unemployed 


person who has no work. 


Text 503 


anyatrapi (Elsewhere it is stated) 


nama-cintamani-krsnas 
caitanya-rasa-vigrahah 
purnah suddho nitya-mükto 


’bhinnatvdn nàma-nàminoh 


The holy name of Krsna is transcendentally blissful. It bestows all spiritual 
benedictions, for it is Krsna Himself, the reservoir of all pleasure. Krsna’s 
name is complete, and it is the form of all transcendental mellows. It is not 
a material name under any condition, and it is no less powerful than Krsna 
Himself. Since Krsna’s name is not contaminated by the material qualities, 
there is no question of its being involved with maya. Krsna’s name is always 


liberated and spiritual; it is never conditioned by the laws of material nature, 
This is because the name of Krsna and Krsna Himself are identical. 


Text 504 


ataevoktam (Therefore, it is said) 


tebhyo namo'stu bhavavaridhi jirnapanka 
sammagna moksana vicaksanah padukeblvyah 

krsneti varna yugala sravanena yesam 
anandathur bhavati narttita romavrndah 


I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of the devotees who 
are capable of lifting up the fallen conditioned souls who are entangled in to 
the mire of material existence, who shed incessant tears of love while hearing 
the two syllables, Krsna, and whose hair stands on end while listening to the 
holy name of the Lord. 


Text 505 
kifica dvitiya skande (In the Srimad-Bhagavatam [2.3.24] it is stated) 


tad a$ma-sáram hrdayam batedam 
yad grhyamanair hari-nama-dheyaih 
na vikriyetatha yada vikdro 


netre jalam gdtra-ruhesu harsah 


Certainly that heart is steel-framed which, in spite of one’s chanting the 
holy name of the Lord with concentration, does not change when ecstasy 
takes place, tears fill the eyes, and the hairs stand on end. 


Text 506 


itihdsottame ca (In the Itihasa-uttama it is stated) 


namni sankirttite visnor 
yasya pumso na jayate 
saroma pulakam gatram 


sa bhavet kulisopamah 


One whose hair does not stand on end while chanting the holy names of 
Lord Krsna possesses a heart that is as hard as a thunderbolt. 


Texts 507-508 
atha sriman namakirttana nityata 
(The chanting of the Lord’s holy names is eternal) 


katyayana samhitayam (In the Katyayana Samhita it is stated) 


nama sankirttanaj jatam 
punyam nopa cayanti ye 

nanavyadhi samayuktah 
Sata janmasu te narah 


sa hanis tan mahacchidram 
sa mohah sa ca vibhramah 
yan muhürttam ksanam vàpi 


vasudevam na kirttayet 


Those who do not take advantage of the congregational chanting of 
the Lord's holy names will suffer from various diseases in the next hundreds 
of lives. Any time that is not spent chanting the holy names of the Lord is 
a waste, harmful, and causes illusion. In other words, if one does not utilize 
every moment chanting the holy names of the Lord—his life is spent in 
vain. | 

Text 509 
padme vaisakha-mahatmye yamabrahmana-samvade 
(In a conversation between Yamaraja and a brahmana that is recorded in the 


Vaisakha-mahatmya section of the Padma Puràna, this verse appears) 


avamatya ca yanti 
bhagavat kirttanam narah 
te yanti narakam ghoram 
tena pdpena karmmna 


Those who ignore the chanting of the Lord's holy names and go elsewhere 
to utilize their time in another way will enter the darkest regions of hell as a 
result of their sinful mentality. 
Texts 510-512 
srutayasca (In the Vedas it is said) 


om àsya jànanto nama cidviviktan 
mahaste visno sumatim bhajamahe 

om tat sat om padam devasya namasa 
vyantah sravasya vasrava Gpanna mrktam 


námani cidddhire yajfiyani 
bhadraydnte ranayantah samdrstau 
om tamu stotarah purvvam yathavida 


rtasya garbham janusd piparttan 


ásya jànanto nama cidviviktan 


mahaste visno sumatim bhajamahe 


O Lord Visnu, we worship Your holy name, which has a transcendental 
form of pure knowledge, which is self-manifested, and which is the most 
sought after entity in this world. 


O supremely worshipable Lord, we offer our unlimited obeisances at Your 
lotus feet. Simply by hearing the glories of Your holy name, devotees can 
attain eternal fame and liberation. Those who have accepted the worship of 
Your lotus feet as the goal of their lives fully engage in chanting Your holy 
names to achieve Your direct association. 


Although it is said that one should make his life successful by glorifying 
whatever he may have heard about Lord Krsna, the complete whole, we 
are unable to do this because we do not know how to offer prayers in the 
prescribed manner. Thus we have concluded that it is our utmost duty to 
simply chant His holy names. 


Text 513 
idyse nàma mahatmye 
$ruti-smrti-viniscite 
kalpayanti arthavadam ye 
te yànti ghora yatandm 


Those who interpret the glories of the holy names that are gin 
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by sruti and smrti, or think that they are imagination, will suffer terrib 
punishment in hell. 


Text 514 
atha sri bhagavan nama arthavada kalpana düsanam 
(The fate of a person who thinks that the glories 


of the holy names are an exaggeration) 
katyayana samhitayam (In the Katyayana Samhita it is stated) 


arthavadam harer nàmni 
sambhavayati yo narah 
sa papistho manusyanam 


niraye patati sphutam 


A sinful person who considers the glories of the holy names of Lord Hari 
to be imagination will certainly traverse the path to hell. 


Text 515 
brahma samhitayam baudhayanam prati sri bhagavaduktau 
(The Supreme Lord spoke this verse to Baudhayana, as recorded in the Brahma- 


samhità) 


yannama kirttana phalam vividham nisamya 
na sraddadhati manute yadutartha vadam 
yo manusas tamiha duhkhacaye ksipami 


samsara ghora vividhartti nipiditangam 


Unto those who do not believe in the results of chanting the holy names 
of the Lord that are described in the revealed scriptures, but rather consider 
them to be an exaggeration, I personally inflict upon them various sufferings 
and throw them into the ocean of miseries in this material world. 


Texts 516-517 


jaimini samhitaydiica (In the Jaimini-samhita it is stated) 


Sruti-smrti—puranesu 
nama mahatmya vacisu 

yer thavdda iti brūyurna 
tesam nirayaksayah 


tasmimsca bhagavan nàmni 
jagad eka upakarini 


visvaika sevye matimana 


aparadhan vivarjjayet 


Those who consider the statements of the śruti, smrti and Purànas that 
praise the glories of the holy name to be imagination will suffer unlimitedly 
in hell. Therefore, every intelligent person must be careful about committing 
offenses against the chanting of the holy names, which are the only benefactor 
of all conditioned souls and the only object worthy of service for all classes 
of men. 


Texts 518-520 
yata uktam padme sri naradam prati sri sanatkumarena 
(Sanat-kumara spoke these verses to Narada Muni, 


which are found in the Padma Purana) 


sarvvaparadha krdapi 
mucyate harisamsrayah 

harer api aparadhan yah 
kuryyat dvipada pamsanah 


namasrayah kadacit 
syátta ratyeva sa nàmatah 
nàmno'pi sarvvasuhrdo 


hyaparadhat patatyadhah 


If a most sinful person takes shelter of the lotus feet of Lord Hari then 
he can become freed from all of his sinful reactions. If a person who is the 
lowest among mankind and had committed offenses at the lotus feet of Lord 
Hari takes shelter of the Lord's holy names, he can become freed from these 
offenses. Therefore, where is the doubt that if a person commits offenses at 
the lotus feet of the holy name, he will certainly be degraded to a hellish 
condition of life? 


Texts 521-524 
atha namaparadhah (The offenses against the chanting of the holy names) 


tam prati tenaivauktah (Sanat-kumara spoke these verses to Narada Muni) 


satam nindà nàmnah paramam aparadham vitanute 
yatah khyatim yatam katham u sahate tad-vigarham 


$ivasya sri-visnor ya iha guna-namddi-sakalam 
dhiyà bhinnam pasyet sa khalu hari-námahita-karah 


guror avajfià Sruti-sastra-nindanam. 
tathdrthavado hari-nadmni kalpanam 
namno balad yasya hi papa-buddhir 
na vidyate tasya yamair hi suddhih 


dharma-vrata-tyaga-hutddi-sarva- 
subha-kriya-samyam api pramadah. 
asraddadhàne vimukhe ’py asrnvati 
yas copadesah siva-namaparadhah 


Srute "pi nama-mahatmye 
yah priti-rahito narah 
aham-mamádi-paramo 


namni so ‘py aparádha-krt 


1. To blaspheme the devotees who have dedicated their lives for 
propagating the holy names of the Lord. 2. To consider the names of the 
demigods to be equal to or independent to the holy name of Lord Visnu. 
3. To disobey the orders of the spiritual master. 4. To blaspheme the Vedic 
literatures, or literatures in pursuance of the Vedic version. 5. To consider the 
glories of the holy name to be imagination. 6. To give some interpretation on 
the holy name of the Lord. 7. To commit sinful activities on the strength of 
the holy name of the Lord. 8. To consider pious activities to be equal to the 
chanting of the holy name of the Lord. 9. To instruct faithless persons about 
the glories of the holy name. 10. To maintain material attachment, even 
after receiving so many instructions in this regard, considering the material 
body to be “me,” and everything in relation to the body as, “mine”. 


Text 525 
jate namaparadhe’ pi 
pramadena kathaficana 
sada sankirttayannama 
tadeka sarano bhavet 


If, due to carelessness, or any other reason, one commits an offense at 
the lotus feet of the holy name one must take complete shelter of the holy 
name and continue chanting without cessation. 


Text 526 
aparüdha bhafijanam (To counteract an offense) 


uktafica tenaiva tatra (Sanat-kumàra continued speaking to Narada Muni) 


namaparadha uktanam 
namanyeva harantyagham 
avisranta prayuktani 


tanyevartha karani ca 


The holy names alone can destroy the offenses one commits at the lotus 
feet of the holy name. If one continues to chant the holy names of the Lord, 
by the mercy of the holy names, he may become freed from all offenses and 
ultimately achieve life’s ultimate goal. 


Text 527 
namaikam yasya vāci smarana patha 
gatam $rotram mülam gatam và 
$uddham và asuddha varnam 


vyavahitarahitam tarayatyeva satyam 


tacceddeha-dravina-janata- lobha- 
posanda-madhye niksiptam syanna 
phalajanakam sighram evatra vipra 


It is a fact that if a person chants even one holy name of Lord Hari, 
or hears one holy name, whether he utters the holy names correctly or 
incorrectly, the holy name will nevertheless deliver him. Still, he may not 
immediately obtain the principal fruit of chanting the holy names of the 
Lord. If the holy name is chanted by atheists, who are simply interested in the 
gratification of their bodies, wealth, and family members, it will eventually 
bear fruit, but not immediately. 


